Mass,  to  end  gay 
foster  parent  ban 

The  newly  proposed  regulations  would 
prioritize  “parenting  experience ,  ”  rather 
than  marital  status 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  The  Dukakis  administration 
announced  April  4  that  Massachusetts  will 
change  its  virtual  ban  on  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  as  foster  parents.  When  the  new 
regulations  are  put  into  effect,  parenting  ex¬ 
perience,  not  marital  status,  will  become  the 
most  important  criterion  in  foster  parent  ap¬ 
plications.  The  change  was  heralded  by  gay 
and  lesbian  activists,  though  some  expressed 
concern  that  the  possibility  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  still  exists. 

“We  mounted  this  challenge  that  gay  peo¬ 
ple  have  the  right  to  be  in  relation  to 
children,  and  we  were  successful,”  said 
Cathy  Hoffman  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  (GLDC). 

The  decision  to  change  the  Department  of 
Social  Service  (DSS)  regulations  came  as  the 
settlement  of  a  two  year  lawsuit  on  behalf  of 
Don  Babets  and  David  Jean.  The  openly  gay 
couple  had  two  foster  children  removed 
from  their  home  in  May,  1985  by  the 
Dukakis  administration  following  publicity 
of  their  placement.  A  few  weeks  later,  the 
administration  announced  new  regulations 
that  would  put  gay  people,  and  all  unmar¬ 
ried  people,  as  the  last  resource  on  a  list  of 
potential  foster  homes.  Under  the  regula¬ 
tions,  any  unmarried  person  applying  to  be 


"Foster  Equality"  stickers  were  plastered  around 
the  State  House  following  Pride,  1986 
a  foster  parent  had  to  be  approved  by  the 
DSS  commissioner. 

“I  really  think  it’s  a  win  for  everyone,” 
Secretary  of  Human  Services  Philip 
Johnston  told  GCN.  “This  restatement  of 
the  policy  says  clearly  that  we  don’t  want  to 
discriminate  against  any  group,”  he  said. 

Under  the  new  regulations,  married  peo¬ 
ple  and  unmarried  people  with  parenting  ex¬ 
perience  are  considered  equally  as  foster 
parents.  Social  workers  considering  poten¬ 
tial  foster  parents  without  parenting  ex¬ 
perience  will  be  required  to  seek  higher  ap¬ 
proval.  However,  that  approval  will  come 
from  the  department’s  area  director,  not  the 
commissioner. 

“We  were  persuaded  that  the  single  per¬ 
son  issue  really  wasn’t  the  issue,  that  paren¬ 


ting  experience  was  more  important,” 
Johnston  told  GCN. 

“This  whole  thing  has  been  really  painful 
for  everyone.  I  .found  myself  in  the  middle 
of  this  uproar  five  years  ago,  and  everything 
got  politicized.  It  was  never  our  intention  to 
prevent  gay  people  from  being  foster 
parents.  I  was  in  the  legislature  for  eight 
years,  and  I  co-sponsored  the  gay  rights 
bill,”  he  said. 

“No  one  has  the  right  to  become  a  foster 
parent,  but  now  it’s  clear  that  everyone  has 
the  right  to  apply  to  become  one,”  said 
Johnston. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  and  the  Civil  Liberties 
Union  of  Massachusetts  (CLUM)  said  that 
they  would  drop  the  lawsuit  when  the  new 
regulation  go  into  effect.  The  regulations 
will  undergo  a  45-day  public  comment 
period  before  they  can  be  put  into  effect. 

Johnston  didn’t  expect  the  regulations  to 
be  significantly  modified  by  public  com¬ 
ments,  “We’ve  already  clearly  made  the 
commitment  to  promulgate  the  new  regula¬ 
tions,”  he  said. 

GLAD’s  Kevin  Cathcart  said  that  he  was 
pleased  with  the  new  regulations.  “Before 
1985,  there  was  a  ‘best  interests  of  the  child’ 
standard  in  foster  care  placement.  If  the  cur¬ 
rent  regulations  go  into  effect,  there  will  be  a 
best  interests  of  the  child  standard  again,” 
he  said. 

Cathcart  said  he  thought  one  of  the  most 
significant  differences  from  the  1985  regula¬ 
tions  was  that  they  no  longer  maintained  a 
rigid  placement  hierarchy.  Under  the  old 
regulations,  all  single  people  seeking  to  be 
foster  parents  were  ranked  below  all  married 
people  —  regardless  of  other  mitigating  fac¬ 
tors 

“The  thing  that  was  so  insulting  about  the 
old  regulations  was  that  a  single  person  with 
parenting  experience  could  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  unless  there  were  no  married  people 
available.  Under  the  new  regulations,  even  if 
you  have  a  married  couple  with  parenting 
experience,  you  can  consider  an  unmarried 
person  without  parenting  experience,”  if 
that  home  is  judged  to  be  in  the  best  interest 
of  the  child,  he  said. 

Hoffman  said  that  in  her  three  years  of 
training  and  recruiting  foster  parents,  she 
found  that  many  of  the  people  she  saw  were 
single  people,  most  with  parenting  ex¬ 
perience.  The  new  regulations  would  reflect 
that  reality;  “It  goes  back  to  who  really  are 
the  foster  parents.” 

She  expressed  concern,  however,  that  the 
parenting  experience  standard  may 
discriminate  against  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
“This  modification  is  clearly  designed  to 
avoid  a  lawsuit,”  she  said.  “The  prioritiza¬ 
tion  of  people  with  parenting  experience 
may  exclude  a  lot  of  gay  men  and  lesbians.  ’  ’ 

Others  expressed  concern  that  the  foster 
care  placement  application  will  still  ask  a 
person’s  sexual  orientation.  “Unless  there  is 
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Arson  destroys  PWA 
home  in  Iowa 

Police  say  a  resident  of  the  home  set  the  fire 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

EVANSDALE,  Iowa  —  Efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  housing  for  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs) 
in  this  small  suburb  of  Waterloo  suffered  a 
big  setback  March  17  when  a  newly-opened 
home  was  the  target  of  arson  less  than  a 
week  after  its  first  two  residents  had  moved 
in.  Following  months  of  heated  and  often 
hostile  debate  in  this  community,  calls  for 
abandoning  the  home  escalated  even  further 
after  one  of  the  residents  of  the  home  was 
arrested  and  charged  with  setting  the  fire. 

The  home,  a  duplex  dwelling  purchased 
last  May  by  Blackhawk  County  as  part  of  its 
provision  of  human  services  for  residents  of 
the  county,  became  engulfed  in  controversy 
as  soon  as  residents  of  Evansdale  found  out 
about  it.  According  to  Rachel  Fulton,  a 
member  of  the  Blackhawk  County  Board  of 
Supervisors,  the  Board  decided  to  purchase 
the  home  without  announcing  it  to  the 
public.  She  said  this  decision  was  based  on 
the  Board’s  investigation  of  similar 
residences  in  other  communities  around  the 
country. 

But  when  the  building  was  purchased  and 
its  function  became  publicly  known,  a  small 
but  vocal  group  of  Evansdale  residents 
emerged  to  protest.  Cheryl  Hoerner,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Cedar  Valley  Hospice, 
the  organization  that  set  up  the  home,  told 
GCN  that  several  public  meetings  organized 
to  educate  people  in  the  neighborhood 
failed  to  stem  the  opposition. 

Instead  of  being  educational,  the  town 
meetings  turned  into  shouting  matches,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Matt  Hobson  of  the  Iowa  State 
Health  Department.  “People  just  didn’t 
want  to  hear  about  how  HIV  is  transmitted 
and  is  not  transmitted,”  said  Hobson. 

“Many  people  believe  that  the  garbage  is  a 
severe  risk.” 

The  anger  over  the  presence  of  the  home 
took  the  shape  of  increased  hostility  and 
threats,  as  well  as  voter  clout.  Dave  Hays,  a 
member  of  the  local  gay  and  lesbian  support 
group,  ACCESS,  told  GCN  that  before 
anyone  moved  iitto  the  residence,  neighbors 


held  pickets  there  and  vandals  broke  win¬ 
dows,  threw  rocks  and  bottles  and  shot 
bullet  holes  into  the  dwelling.  And  in 
November  of  last  year,  the  mayor  of 
Evansdale  and  all  five  of  its  city  council 
members  were  ousted  from  office  and 
replaced  with  opponents  of  the  PWA 
residence. 

During  the  “heat  of  debate,”  at  the  town 
meetings,  according  to  Hays,  some  of  the 
opponents  threatened  to  burn  down  the 
home,  and  some  of  the  volunteer  fire 
department  members  said  they  would  refuse 
to  answer  the  call  if  a  fire  broke  out  there. 
(The  volunteer  fire  department  did,  in  fact, 
respond  to  the  fire  immediately  after  it  was 
called  in.) 

Attacks  on  the  building  stopped  after  the 
first  two  residents,  known  as  Rocky  and 
Mark,  moved  in  on  March  13,  according  to 
Hays.  But  on  the  night  of  March  17  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  garage  of  the  unit  next  to 
the  one  occupied  by  the  two  PWAs. 
Damage  from  the  fire  and  smoke  rendered 
the  duplex  temporarily  uninhabitable,  and 
the  two  men  moved  to  short  term  housing 
while  police  investigators  seached  for  the  ar¬ 
sonist. 

Despite  widespread  assumptions  in  the 
local  community  and  media  that  the  out¬ 
raged  neighbors  had  finally  made  good  on 
their  threats,  on  March  28  police  arrested 
Rocky,  one  of  the  residents  of  the  home, 
and  charged  him  with  the  arson.  His  ar¬ 
raignment  was  scheduled  for  April  6,  but 
was  postponed  due  to  a  health  problem  re¬ 
quiring  hospitalization. 

Richard  Lamb,  chief  of  police  in 
Evansdale,  said  he  could  not  comment  on 
the  evidence  police  have  linking  Rocky  to 
the  fire.  When  asked  whether  police  have 
stopped  investigating  other  possible 
suspects.  Lamb  told  GCN,  “I  don’t  expect 
any  other  arrests”  in  connection  with  the 
case.  Lamb  also  said  that  “some  people  (in 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Did  you  see  Geraldo  the  other  day?  Bat¬ 
tered  lesbians.  Just  when  you  thought  he 
was  running  out  of  important  subjects, 
along  comes  an  issue  that  affects  us  on  a  dai¬ 
ly  basis.  You  know?  The  Berlin  Wall’s  com¬ 
ing  down,  panic  in  Panama,  but  the  big 
story?  Lesbian  fists  are  flying.  Head  for  the 
hills  when  gay  girls  start  a  dukin’.” 

—  Stand-up  “comedian  ’’Joe  Bolster  on  the 
March  24  edition  of  Comic  Strip  Live.  In 
Boston,  the  show  airs  on  the  Fox  Network, 
Channel  25. 

Hate  crimes  bill 
signed  in  Iowa 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  —  The  state’s 
Republican  governor  signed  a  bill  April  3 
that  requires  the  documentation  of  hate 
crimes  and  allows  victims  of  hate  crimes  to 
file  civil  suit  against  their  attackers.  The  new 
law  also  adds  an  aggravated  misdemeanor 
charge  to  other  charges  when  an  attack  is 
hate-motivated,  according  to  Michael  Cur¬ 
rent,  co-chair  of  the  Iowa  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Caucus. 

The  newly-signed  legislation  defines  hate 
crimes  as  crimes  that  are  motivated  by  race, 
ancestry,  religion,  political  affiliation,  sex, 
age,  ability  and/or  sexual  orientation.  Cur¬ 
rent  said  the  main  point  of  contention  was 
the  inclusion  of  “sexual  orientation.”  He 
said  that  Gov.  Terry  Branstad  himself  had 
previously  proposed  similar  legislation  that 
did  not  include  sexual  orientation. 

“Even  in  the  face  of  Louis  Sheldon,  we 
managed  to  get  the  bill  through,”  said  an 
elated  Current.  He  said  that  Sheldon,  who 
heads  up  the  Traditional  Values  Coalition 
and  recently  called  for  the  formation  of  a 
“National  Task  Force  on  Preservation  of 
the  Heterosexual  Ethic”  (see  GCN,  Feb.  4), 
visited  Des  Moines  at  the  same  time  the 
legislature  was  debating  the  hate  crimes  bill. 
Current  also  said  that  people  opposing  the 
bill  protested  in  front  of  the  capitol  “nearly 
every  day  for  a  month.” 

Current  told  GCN  said  he  was  “very 
proud  and  very  pleased  because  we’ve  only 
had  a  political  organization  for  10  months.” 
According  to  Current,  the  Caucus  formed 
last  year  after  a  gay  civil  rights  bill  passed  the 
House  but  stalled  in  the  Senate.  Although 
the  Caucus  still  plans  to  push  for  a  gay  rights 
bill,  Current  said  that  the  fight  to  pass  the 
hate  crimes  bill  indicates  that  “resistance  to 
a  civil  rights  bill  is  really  great”  in  Iowa. 

The  governor  also  signed  a  bill  calling  for 
an  AIDS  Services  Task  Force.  Current  said 
that  the  language  of  the  bill  mandates  that 
seats  on  the  task  force  must  be  filled  by  a  gay 
man,  a  lesbian,  and  a  PWA.  He  said  that  the 
Caucus  will  be  working  to  improve  funding 
for  AIDS  since  Iowa  is  one  of  eight  states 
that  “spends  no  money  on  AIDS.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Fake  abortion  clinic 
vandalized 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  phony  abortion 
counseling  center  operating  out  of  a  church 
here  was  vandalized  earlier  this  month,  ap¬ 
parently  by  reproductive  rights  activists. 
The  attackers  broke  two  windows  and 
painted  graffiti  outside  the  Crisis  Pregnancy 
Center,  housed  in  the  First  Orthodox 
Presbyterian  Church,  according  to  the  San 
Francisco  Sentinel. 

The  Center  has  been  criticized  for  using 
terror  tactics  to  convince  pregnant  women 
to  carry  their  pregnancies  to  term,  according 
to  the  report.  Like  similar  centers  around 
the  country  set  up  by  religious  opponents  of 
abortion,  the  “clinic”  advertises  pregnancy 
testing.  Then,  when  women  came  to  the 
clinic  and  test  positive,  they  are  bombarded 
with  information  about  the  “human” 
characteristics  of  the  fetus  and  encouraged 
to  carry  the  pregnancy  to  term. 

“Lies,”  and  “Fuck  off  Nazi  pigs,  we 
must  decide  our  fate,”  were  among  the  graf¬ 
fiti  painted  outside  the  church.  A  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Police  Department  spokesperson  was 
quoted  as  saying  the  vandalism  was  being 
classified  as  a  “hate  crime.” 

Helen  Jones  of  the  Bay  Area  Coalition 
Against  Operation  Rescue  (BACAOR)  told 
the  Sentinel  about  a  recent  incident  involv¬ 
ing  the  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center.  She  said  a 
list  of  clients  had  been  stolen  from  a  San 
Francisco  abortion  clinic  earlier  in  the 
month,  and  that  clients  were  called  and 
directed  to  the  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center. 
"BACAOR  didn’t  do  it  [the  vandalism],  but 
we  would  encourage  people  to  do  whatever 


they  can  to  let  people  know  this  is  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on,”  said  Jones. 

The  church  where  the  center  is  housed  has 
also  been  a  source  of  frustration  for  gay  San 
Franciscans,  since  its  pastor,  Charles 
Mcllhenny,  was  the  leader  of  the  referen¬ 
dum  drive  that  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the 
city’s  domestic  partners  ordinance  last  year. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Incidence  of  AIDS 
higher  for  Black  and 
Hispanic  Mass, 
residents 

BOSTON  —  State  health  officials  an¬ 
nounced  April  2  that  Black  and  Hispanic 
people  living  in  Massachusetts  were  far 
more  likely  to  be  diagnosed  with  AIDS  than 
were  white  state  residents.  According  to  the 
Boston  Globe,  Black  people  were  eight  times 
more  likely  to  be  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
(327.5  per  100,000)  and  Hispanic  people 
were  seven  times  more  likely  (270.3  per 
100,000).  Among  white  people,  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  AIDS  was  39.6  per  100,000  in 
Massachusetts  in  1989. 

Public  Health  Commissioner  David 
Mulligan  and  Secretary  of  Human  Services 
Philip  Johnston  held  a  press  conference  ask¬ 
ing  the  state  legislature  to  allocate  $3  million 
to  $4  million  for  AIDS  education  and 
prevention,  especially  in  the  public  schools. 

More  than  3,000  Massachusetts  residents 
have  AIDS,  and  an  estimated  30,000  have 
tested  positive  for  HIV,  according  to 
Johnston.  The  cost  of  health  care  for  PWAs 
is  adding  to  the  state’s  Medicaid  costs, 
already  a  “budget  buster”  slated  for 
cuts  as  the  state  budget  crisis  worsens. 
Health  officials  argued  that  education  and 
prevention  measures  would  cost  less  than 
caring  for  people  who  are  sick. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

No  radical 
feminists,  please 

JOLIET,  Ill.  —  The  second  draft  of  a 
pastoral  letter  by  the  U.S.  Catholic  Bishops 
released  April  3  condemned  the  “sin  of  sex¬ 
ism,”  but  defended  the  all-male  priesthood 
and  warned  against  “radical  feminist 
groups.” 

The  letter  urges  each  U.S.  diocese  to 
create  a  commission  on  women’s  rights  and 
asks  the  Vatican  to  proceed  quickly  with  its 
study  of  admitting  women  to  the  diaconate 
and  to  the  position  of  lector,  according  to 
the  Boston  Globe.  However,  the  letter  also 
argues  that  because  church  teachings  state 
that  Jesus  called  only  men  to  be  apostles, 
only  men  can  be  priests. 

While  the  letter  praises  “Christian 
feminists,”  it  condemns  “radical  feminist 
groups”-who  advocate  “such  aberrations  as 
goddess  worship,  witchcraft,  liberation 
from  conformity  to  the  sexual  morality 
taught  by  the  church  or  the  acceptance  of 
abortion  as  a  legitimate  choice  for  women 
under  pressure.”  The  letter  also  reiterates 
church  opposition  to  birth  control. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Belgium  legalizes 
abortion 

BRUSSELS  —  The  Belgian  Parliament 
voted  March  29  to  legalize  abortion  in  the 
first  12  weeks  of  pregnancy  if  the  woman  is 
in  a  “state  of  distress,”  according  to  the 
New  York  Times.  Six  days  later,  the  coun¬ 
try’s  King,  Bandoiun  I,  who  is  required  to 
approve  all  acts  of  Parliament,  was  suspend¬ 
ed  from  power  for  24  hours,  according  to 
the  New  York  Times.  When  he  announced 
that  he  had  moral  objections  to  the  bill, 
Parliament  used  an  obscure  constitutional 
clause  citing  an  out  for  those  “unable  to 
govern”  in  order  to  allow  the  bill  to  become 
law. 

The  legalization  of  abortion  in  this  90  per¬ 
cent  Catholic  country  means  that  Ireland  is 
the  only  Western  European  nation  that 
criminalizes  abortion. 

While  a  law  banning  abortion  has  been  on 
the  books  in  Belgium  since  1867,  a  network 
of  at  least  18  dissident  clinics  has  performed 
abortions  for  women  in  recent  years.  In  a 
highly  publicized  1973  case,  a  doctor  spent  a 
month  in  jail  for  allegedly  performing  an 
abortion  for  a  victim  of  incest  who  was  men¬ 
tally  retarded.  Since  then,  doctors  have  per¬ 
formed  the  procedure  without  prosecution. 
An  estimated  15,000  to  20,000  abortions 


were  performed  last  year  in  Belgium. 

□  Laura  Briggs 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL’S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTINGrr  AXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY.  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston,  So.  End: 

(617)  730-4103 
North  Shore: 
(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNC¬ 
TURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave.,  Dll 
Allston,  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 
AUDITING/TAXES 
LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 
BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway, 

Cambridge 

(617)  868-3392 

T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/Part  s/Work- 

space 

BOOKKEEPING/TAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  ‘Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)  292-6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 
REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

•(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 
DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 
CLEANING  SERVICES 
ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629(10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTERS 

HOSKEN  & 

ASSOCIATES 
Software.  Hardware 
Networks,  Trouble¬ 
shooting.  Maintenance 
(617)445-8130  Anytime 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  LlCSW 
Jayna  Kiatzker.  LlCSW 
(506)  475-6950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IAOAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONWEALTH. 

INC. 

42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington,  MA 
(617)646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  Procaccini, 
LlCSW 

44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
I86V2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LlCSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HI V/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les- 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 
ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6OV2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S 
COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.’ 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 
FLORISTS 
REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)926-4289 
FUNCTIONS 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners, 
fundraisers,  cocktail 
parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 
HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed. -Sat  10-6 
LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hajr,  Skmcare  and 
Make-up  i»ne 
Tues.  and  Sat  9-5 
Wed.-Fri  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appt. 

247-0202 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork.  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  M A  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health. 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
Individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

MASSAGE 
MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese. 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)262-1000,  x  298, 

M  Sat..  12-7 

BETH  WALSH.  C  M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)623-7258 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 
TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio, 

Warwick,  Rl 

$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&Ls 
Preferred 

Call  Pat,  (401)  461  3240 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 
THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOXCHURCH 
351  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 
TANNING 
THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN'S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks. 

Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituate,  MA  01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture. 
Chiropractic,  Massage 
&  Polarity 

338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA 
(617)267  0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482  2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)353  1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 
SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Mam  St 
Gloucester.  Mass 
(506)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 
Women 
823  Mam  St 
Cambridge.  M A  02139 
(617)497  7200 
W  8  PM  1  AM.  Th  4 
PM  2  AM  F  4  PM-2  AM. 
Sat  9  PM-2  AM 


Fund  under  fire  after 
straight  hire 

In  the  wake  of  a  decision  to  offer  the  job  of  executive 
director  to  a  straight  man,  more  staff  members 
and  volunteers  at  the  Fund  for  Human  Dignity  submit 
their  resignations 


Hundreds  of  thousands  rallied  for  choice  last  year  in  Washington. 

Challenges  to  Roe 
nixed  for  now 

A  highly  restrictive  anti-abortion  measure  is  vetoed 
in  Idaho,  but  another  in  Guam  could  be  a  threat  to 
the  Supreme  Court’s  decision  guaranteeing  a  woman’s 
right  to  choose 


By  Deborah  Schwartz 

NEW  YORK  —  Citing  “abusive”  work¬ 
ing  conditions  and  “a  breakdown  in  com¬ 
munication,”  two  staff  members  at  the 
Fund  for  Human  Dignity  resigned  this 
week,  and  many  volunteers  have  left, 
following  the  decision  of  the  Fund’s  board 
to  hire  Robert  Brading,  a  straight  man,  to  be 
executive  director.  (See  GCN,  April  1-7, 
1990) 

Mary  Beth  Caschetta,  coordinator  of  the 
Fund’s  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Crisis 
Line/AIDS  800,  and  development  director 
Paula  Pressley  handed  in  letters  of  resigna¬ 
tion,  bringing  to  18  the  total  number  of  staff 
who  have  left  the  organization  since  last 
December.  “I  believe  in  the  Fund,”  Pressley 
told  GCN,  “but  not  in  the  people  who  are 
running  it.” 

Caschetta’s  and  Pressley’s  resignations 
followed  in  the  wake  of  a  meeting  March  29 
attended  by  approximately  50  staff 
members  and  crisis  line  volunteers  and  four 
board  members.  During  the  meeting,  some 
called  for  the  board’s  resignation,  con¬ 
demned  board  members  for  not  including 
staff  in  the  hiring  process,  and  questioned 
the  board’s  judgment  in  selecting  Brading, 
who  —  they  maintain  —  was  not  qualified 
for  the  Fund’s  top  position  because  of  both 
his  lack  of  fundraising  experience  and  his 
unfamiliarity  with  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  and  its  issues. 

The  meeting,  which  was  facilitated  by 
Steve  Richardson  of  the  Community 
Resource  Exchange,  did  not  result  in  any  of¬ 
ficial  resolutions. 

Caschetta  told  GCN  the  Fund’s  board  of 
directors  had  proved  itself  unwilling  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  staff  and  volunteers. 
“They  [the  board]  haven’t  learned  a  single 
thing  and  they  haven’t  heard  a  single  thing. 
They  will  just  get  a  fresh  [staff]  and  do  the 
same  thing.  How  many  people  have  left 
because  of  that  abuse,  and  their  stonewall¬ 
ing  [at  the  meeting],  and  their  not  hearing 
anything  the  volunteers  say?” 

Joanna  Asperger,  a  fundraiser  at  the 
Fund,  told  GCN  that  the  board  has  sched¬ 
uled  a  meeting  for  April  6  and  plans  to 
discuss  the  possibility  of  reconsidering  their 
decision  to  hire  Brading.  Board  member 
Tony  Graham  refused  to  comment,  and 
four  other  board  members  did  not  return 
GCN’s  calls  by  presstime.  Asperger  said  that 
no  consensus  had  been  reached  about  what 
action  would  be  taken  if  the  board  does  not 
back  down.  “If  Brading  comes  in,  a  lot  of  us 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  In  response  to  efforts 
to  block  an  exhibit  of  photographs  by  the 
late  Robert  Mapplethorpe,  the  Contem¬ 
porary  Arts  Center  (CAC)  here  filed  a  law¬ 
suit  against  local  officials  who  consider  the 
gay  artist’s  work  “obscene.”  Because  of  the 
CAC’s  unwillingness  to  yield  to  homopho¬ 
bia,  the  exhibit  will  be  on  display  here,  April 
7-May  26. 

“We  expect  the  exhibit  to  go  on  and  that 
it  will  be  seen  by  the  public  in  its  entirety,” 
said  Marc  Mezibov,  an  attorney  who  is  rep¬ 
resenting  CAC. 

After  being  charged  with  obscenity,  CAC 
sued  for  an  injunction  against  prosecution. 
Veteran  civil  liberties  lawyer  Allen  Brown, 
who  is  retired  but  was  called  in  for  consulta¬ 
tion  by  CAC  attorneys,  explained  that  the 
center  has  invoked  a  legal  challenge  that  is 
“seldom  used  because  it’s  a  political  hot 
potato.”  Ohio  law  allows  anyone  threaten¬ 
ed  with  obscenity  prosecution  to  impanel  a 
jury  to  decide  if  a  work  violates  community 


are  walking,”  she  said. 

“We  haven’t  ruled  out  asking  Brading  to 
resign,”  said  Dave  Stickle,  the  Fund’s 
telemarketing  director.  “.We  would  also 
consider  asking  the  board  to  resign.  We 
would  say  that  they  are  operating  without 
the  confidence  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.” 

Both  Stickle  and  Asperger  told  GCN  that 
the  resignations  further  injured  an  already 
ailing  organization.  “The  place  is  hemor¬ 
rhaging.  We’ve  lost  Paula  [Pressley],  we’ve 
lost  Mary  Beth  [Caschetta],  and  we’ve  lost 
volunteers.  Some  of  them  are  very  affronted 
by  this  [hiring  of  Brading],  and  are  not  go¬ 
ing  to  come  back  if  Brading  stays.” 

The  Fund’s  Crisis  Line  is  running  ir¬ 
regularly  since  Caschetta’s  departure.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Stickle,  “At  times,  there  is  a  full 
[volunteer]  crew  in  there,  and  at  times  it’s  a 
ghost  town.” 

Staff  also  reported  that  the  board’s  hiring 
decision  is  having  negative  repercussions  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  causing 
some  donors  to  retract  their  support  for  the 
Fund.  Asperger  told  GCN  that  the  Fund- 
sponsored  gay  and  lesbian  writers’  con¬ 
ference  planned  for  June  may  “be  post¬ 
poned  or  never  happen,  primarily  because 
writers  and  advertisers  are  pulling  out  of  the 
decision.”  According  to  Stickle,  “We’ve 
called  ten  or  fifteen  donors  who  have  said, 
‘No,  we’re  not  going  to  contribute  because 
we  read  what  is  going  on.’  ” 

Questioned  about  the  sizable  number  of 
resignations  and  dismissals  in  recent  weeks, 
staff  members  replied  that  there  is  no  job 
security  at  the  Fund.  As  is  common  with 
non-profit  organizations,  employees  ft  the 
Fund  do  not  have  written  contracts  with  the 
board  and  are  not  members  of  a  union. 
“Those  of  us  here  are  at  a  point  where  down 
the  road  we  may  ask  for  written  contracts 
with  the  board.  Literally,  sometimes  week 
to  week,  we  don’t  know  if  our  job  or  the 
Fund  is  going  to  be  here.  They  can  depend 
on  us  day  in,  day  out  to  be  here.  We  are 
dependable  and  we  want  that  job  security.” 

“I  don’t  know,”  said  Caschetta  of  the 
board.  “I  look  at  them  and  they  seem  so 
alien....  They  must  have  no  feelers  into  the 
community,  or  into  the  political  movement, 
or  any  sort  of  political  consciousness.  It’s 
just  not  there.” 

It  remains  unclear  if  the  board  plans  to 
seek  immediate  replacements  for  Caschetta 
and  Pressley.  □ 


standards.  The  judge  can  then  enjoin  police 
from  making  arrests  or  seizing  the  work. 

City  and  county  officials  are  challenging 
the  lawsuit  and  were  granted  a  hearing  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the  suit  should  be 
dismissed.  The  hearing  is  scheduled  for 
April  6,  the  day  the  event  opens  for  CAC 
members  and  friends.  Mezibov  told  GCN 
that  the  hearing  will  not  affect  the  show’s 
opening  and  added  that  CAC  is  prepared  to 
continue  the  suit  in  an  order  to  get  “resolu¬ 
tion  in  the  courtroom  as  to  whether  the  ex¬ 
hibit  is  obscene.” 

The  news  that  “The  Perfect  Moment”  ex¬ 
hibit,  which  was  cancelled  by  a  gallery  in 
Washington,  D.C.  last  summer,  was  travelling  to 
Cincinnati  sparked  heated  protests  from  conser¬ 
vative  community  members.  Two  groups 
which  have  headquarters  here,  Citizens  for 
Community  Values  and  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Pornography,  pressured  busi¬ 
nesses  to  block  the  exhibit.  After  threats  of 

Continued  on  page  7 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOISE,  Idaho  —  Two  of  the  most  restric¬ 
tive  legislative  challenges  to  abortion  rights 
in  the  wake  of  the  Webster  decision  were  put 
on  hold  in  recent  weeks,  thrwarting  anti¬ 
abortionists’  efforts  to  overturn  Roe  v. 
Wade.  While  abortion  rights  activists  hailed 
the  pro-choice  moves  here  and  in  the  U.S. 
territory  of  Guam,  they  expressed  concern 
that  initial  strong  support  of  the  anti-choice 
bills  demonstrated  the  influence  and 
organizational  strength  of  anti-abortion  ef¬ 
forts. 

“We  have  held  the  line  on  Roe  by  the  skin 
of  our  teeth,”  said  Kathryn  Kolbert,  the 
state-level  coordinator  of  the  Reproductive 
Freedom  Project  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU).“The  fact  that  it 
has  been  by  the  skin  of  our  teeth  indicates 
how  much  we  need  to  continue  to  mobilize 
pro-choice  forces.  The  threat  has  not  gone 
away  by  any  means,”  she  said. 

In  Idaho,  an  unexpected  veto  on  March 
30  by  a  governor  opposed  to  legal  abortion 
prevented  the  enactment  of  a  restrictive 
abortion  law.  In  the  U.S.  territory  of  Guam, 
a  federal  judge  issued  a  temporary  restrain¬ 
ing  order  March  23  barring  the  enforcement 
of  an  anti-abortion  law.  Pending  a  decision, 
however,  Guam’s  law  could  be  a  strong 
challenge  to  Roe,  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
case  legalizing  abortion. 

In  Idaho,  the  second  state  in  the  nation  to 
enfranchise  women,  the  House  passed  the 
bill  March  22  by  a  47-36  vote.  The  Senate 
had  approved  the  bill  several  weeks  earlier 
by  a  23-17  vote.  Governor  Cecil  Andrus 


faced  eight  days  of  intense  national  scrutiny 
and  heavy  lobbying  by  pro-  and  anti-choice 
forces  before  deciding  to  veto  the  legisla¬ 
tion. 

The  complex  bill,  described  by  anti¬ 
abortionists  as  banning  “abortion  for  birth 
control,”  would  have  allowed  the  procedure 
to  protect  the  life  of  the  woman,  and  in  cases 
of  fatal  fetal  anomalies.  In  cases  of  pregnan¬ 
cy  resulting  from  rape,  abortion  could  be 
allowed  if  the  assault  were  reported  to 
authorities  within  seven  days.  The  procedure 
would  also  be  permitted  in  cases  of  reported 
incest  involving  a  girl  under  the  age  of  18. 
The  bill  would  have  banned  over  95  percent 
of  abortions  in  Idaho. 

One  provision  of  the  bill  which  particular¬ 
ly  outraged  pro-choice  advocates  was  the 
right  of  rapists  or  perpetrators  of  incest  to 
block  a  pregnant  woman  from  having  an 
abortion.  Under  the  bill,  parents  of  a  girl 
under  18,  or  the  sexual  partner  of  anyone 
seeking  abortion  could  challenge  her.  In 
cases  of  rape  and  incest,  the  perpetrator  of 
the  assault  would  have  standing  in  court  as 
the  “father  of  the  child.” 

In  addition,  victors  in  an  anti-abortion 
lawsuit  would  be  awarded  triple  damages 
and  lawyers  fees.  “I  call  that  a  ‘bounty 
hunter  provision.’  It  gives  family  members 
an  incentive  to  sue  one  another,”  Kolbert 
told  GCN. 

According  to  a  spokesperson  from  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW), 
the  bill  was  drafted  by  the  National  Right- 
Continued  on  page  7 


Mapplethorpe  exhibit 
causes  big  trouble  in 
queen  city 

Despite  heavy  pressure  from  conservative  local  officials, 
the  Contemporary  Arts  Center  “hangs  tough” 


Other  abortion  news 

The  1989-1990  state  legislative  sessions 
have  been  the  most  challenging  for  pro- 
choice  activists  in  over  a  decade.  The 
Supreme  Court’s  Webster  decision  last 
July  gave  states  more  latitude  to  regulate 
abortion.  While  the  decision  upheld  the 
right  of  a  woman  to  have  an  abortion,  it 
also  gave  abortion  foes  hope  that  they 
could  chip  away  the  right  to  abortion  by 
making  it  inaccessible. 

As  the  legislative  season  nears  its  end, 
a  number  of  state  legislatures  are  con¬ 
sidering  bills  that  could  restrict  abortion 
rights: 

•  A  Mississippi  bill  would  allow  the  state 
to  more  extensively  regulate  clinics. 

•  Alabama  is  considering  a  measure 
similar  to  the  recently  vetoed  Idaho  bill. 

•  Kansas  is  debating  minors’  rights  to 
abortion. 

•  Connecticut  is  considering  pro-choice 
legislation  that  could  be  undermined  by 
anti-abortion  amendments. 

•  A  Louisiana  bill  would  allow  abortion 
only  to  save  the  life  of  the  mother. 

•  Other  state  legislatures  that  may  vote 
on  abortion  before  the  summer  recess  in¬ 
clude  Oregon,  Nevada,  Colorado,  and 
Washington. 
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•  Anti-abortion  questions  will  be  on  the 
ballot  in  California,  Iowa,  Florida,  and 
Texas. 

Losses 

•  South  Carolina  now  requires  a  minor 
to  get  a  parent’s  consent  to  obtain  an 
abortion,  or  to  convince  a  judge  to  allow 
her  to  bypass  this  provision. 

•  Pennsylvania  approved  a  24-hour 
waiting  period,  spousal  approval,  and 
banned  abortion  for  sex  selection  and 
after  24  weeks.  All  but  the  sex-selection 
and  24  week  provisions  have  been  stayed 
by  a  judge’s  order.  A  hearing  on  their 
constitutionality  will  be  held  at  the  end  of 
June  (see  GCN,  Jan.  21). 

No  net  loss 

•  A  restrictive  measure  failed  in  Min¬ 
nesota  by  a  tie  vote. 

•  In  Michigan  and  Idaho,  pro-choice  ad¬ 
vocates  won  by  gubernatorial  vetoes. 

•  In  Indiana,  an  anti-abortion  measure 
failed  because  two  Senators  died,  in 
unrelated  incidents,  before  the  vote. 

—  Laura  Briggs 


DEBBIE  RICH 


AN  IMPORTANT  MESSAGE 
TO  OUR  READERS 


GCN  wishes  that  growing  expenses  and  things  to  be  repaired  would  go  away  — 
but  they  won’t.  It  has  been  four  years  since  GCN  last  raised  subscription  rates, 
but  overhead  costs  for  production,  printing,  and  postage  all  continue  to  rise. 


So,  starting  May  1st,  1990,  we  must  raise  our  subscription  rates.  We  hate  to 
make  this  decision,  but  it  is  the  only  way  to  keep  GCN  coming  to  you  each 
week  without  sacrificing  the  quality  you  have  come  to  expect. 


That’s  the  bad  news. 

But  here’s  the  good  news:  if  you  subscribe  or  renew  your 
subscription  to  GCN  before  May  1,  1990,  you  can  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  our  old  rates  —  and  save  over  46  percent  off  the  new 

newsstand  price. 


Your  friends  can  benefit,  too.  If  you  subscribe  or  renew  at  our  old 
rates  for  two  years  or  more  before  May  1,  1990,  we’ll  give  your  friend 
SIX  WEEKS  OF  GCN  FREE!  That’s  six  weeks  of  the  nation’s  leading 
lesbian  and  gay  newsweekly  free. 

So  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

Get  the  very  best  for  your  money  —  act  now! 


Yes!  Please  begin/renew  my  subscription  to  GCN  at  the  old  rates  right  away: 
Name _ ; _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

City _  State _  Zip _ 

NEW  SUBSCRIPTION  Q  RENEWAL  □ 

□  I  am  interested  in  GCN’s  Sustainer  Program  (pledging  $120/year  ot  more). 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free  subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 

Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions.  62  Berkeley  St  .  Boston.  Massachusetts  02116 


□ 

1  ycar(49  issues) . 

$33 

□ 

1  year,  institution 

■y< 

$40 

LI 

2  years  (98  issues) . 

. $*r 

$56 

□ 

3  years  (147  issues) . 

yK 

$79 

□ 

6  months  (25  issues) . 

$20 

□ 

6  months,  low  income . 

$12 

Enclosed  is  my  check  to  GC\  for  a  2  year  or  3  year  subscription.  Please  send  my  friend 
six  weeks  of  GCN  absolutely  free.  My  friend's  name  is: 

Name _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

City _  State _  Zip _ _ 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten.  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editonals"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 
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Safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines 

GCN  offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented 
cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get  from  one 
person  into  another  Involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand  fistfucked  their 
partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 


How  to  Play  Safer 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  peo¬ 
ple  make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history 
and/or  HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  fee!  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situa¬ 
tion  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example, 
many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  In  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum 

gets  in  your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No  information 
has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  "female  ejaculate.” 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  ot  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos.  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  nsk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks 

•  Massage,  bugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 


Intravenous  Drug  Use 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  synnges,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)' 

•  II  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  dean  them  before  and  after  each  infection  as  follows  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dtp  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency,  rub¬ 
bing  alcohol  or  vodka  an  be  used  instead  of  bleach  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  m  water  for  at  least  I S  minutes. 
(Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  dean  your  works.) 


Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hodme  I  <8001  342  75 1 4 

AIDS  Action  Comnttee  (AAC)  Boston:  I  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Horkne  (Nrngual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Acoon  Comrxttee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  TasWorce.  Boston:  (617)  437  4200 

Gay  Men's  He*h  Cron  (GMMC),  New  Tort  (212)  807  6655 

National  Mnoncy  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington  DC  (202)  544-1076 

Women  s  AOS  Net  wort  San  Francisco  |4I5|  164  4376 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Opening: 
Coordinating  Editor 

Available  late  June/early  July.  Provide  overall 
coordination  and  administration  of  the  financial,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  and  public  relations  aspects  of  GCN. 
Develop  annual  budgets,  financial  strategies,  and 
fundraising  projects.  Edit  the  "Community  Voices" 
section  of  the  newspaper.  Assist  coordination  of 
Board  and  staff  committees,  as  well  as  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative,  financial 
and  editing  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with 
non-profit  administration  and  fundraising.  Strong 
interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 

Deadline  for  applications:  May  18,  1990 

GCN  positions:  All  GCN  positions  require  com¬ 
mitments  to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full  time  collective  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
for  innovation. 


To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  Attn:  Natalie  Diffloth 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

»  *  *  ,*  '*  •  *:  ~  .v’  .  T 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Self-identifying  as  bisexual:  a 
political  statement 


Dear  GCN: 

Ooh,  I  am  so  upset!  I  just  read  the  letter  in 
GCN  responding  to  Micki  Siegel’s  letter  of 
the  previous  week  regarding  the  exclusion  of 
bisexuals  from  the  Northampton  Pride 
Steering  Committee  and  the  removal  of  the 
word  “Bisexual”  from  the  name  of  the 
march  ( GCN  March  11-17,  1990).  This  is  a 
response  to  that  particular  letter,  and  to  all 
who  just  don’t  get  why  bisexual  people  keep 
having  the  audacity  to  insist  on  “attaching 
themselves  to  the  lesbian  community.”  The 
author.  Sarah  Dreher  and  Lis  Brook,  seem 
to  feel  that  to  identify  as  a  lesbian  is  to  make 
a  strong  political  statement,  while  to  iden¬ 
tify  as  a  bisexual  is  simply  a  non-political 
statement  about  a  person’s  bed  partners, 
and  that  the  addition  of  the  “B”  word  to  the 
Northampton  march  last  year  resulted  in 
reducing  the  meaning  of  the  march  from  a 
political  event  to  a  simple  statement  of  sex¬ 
uality.  Well,  I  maintain  that  self-identifying 
as  bisexual  is  very  much  a  political  state¬ 
ment. 

I  am  a  bisexual  woman.  1  am  out  at  work  , 
at  home,  on  my  block,  in  the  media,  and  to 
most  of  my  family.  I  have  been  a  regular 
participant  in  Pride  since  1  came  out  in  1982. 
1  have  marched  in  N.Y.,  Washington  D.C., 
and  Northampton,  Mass.  Two  years  ago  I 
was  a  speaker  at  Boston  Pride.  This  year  I 
expect  to  march  in  Boston,  Northampton, 
and  San  Francisco.  1  am  proud  of  my  bisex¬ 
uality  and  for  me  bisexuality  is  an  extremely 
political  issue.  I  strongly  identify  as  part  of 
the  larger  “gay”  community.  When  1  march 
in  Pride  I  march  for  my  own  interests  as  well 
as  those  of  my  friends  and  loved  ones.  Gay 
liberation  is  my  liberation.  When  out  with 
my  girlfriend.  I  would  not  get  just  halfway- 
beat  up  by  a  gay  basher.  (Oh,  excuse  me  sir, 
please  only  beat  me  up  on  one  side  of  my 
body,  you  see  I’m  only  bisexual!)  I  would 


Who  gets  to  belong’  in 
the  lesbian  community 
anyway? 


not  be  fired  from  only  half  of  my  job  by  a 
homophobic  boss.  (I’m  sorry,  Ms.  Ochs,  we 
have  decided  to  reduce  your  hours  to  half 
time  because  we  do  not  approve  of  your 
lifestyle.)  If  I  had  children,  I  would  not  lose 
only  half  of  them  in  a  custody  battle  with  an 
angry  ex-spouse.  (The  jury  has  reached  a 
verdict:  Because  you  are  only  Wsexual,  you 
may  keep  Amanda,  but  we  are  giving 
custody  of  little  Beth  to  your  ex-husband.)  I 
wouldn’t  lose  half  of  my  apartment  if  I  were 
living  with  my  woman  lover  and  my  land¬ 
lord  didn’t  like  that.  (This  letter  is  to  inform 
you  that  henceforth  you  may  occupy  only 
the  livingroom,  the  bathroom  and  hallway 
of  your  apartment.)  Homophobia  doesn’t 
work  that  way.  Yes,  bisexuals  who  are  not 
“out”  will  not  suffer  direct  effects  of 
homophobia.  But  neither  do  lesbians  who 
are  not  out.  And  we  all,  always,  suffer  the 
most  insidious  slings  and  arrows  of 
homophobia  at  all  times,  in  the  silences  and 
the  omissions  as  well  as  the  things  spoken. 

I  say  to  Sarah  Dreher  and  Lis  Brook  and 
all  the  other  people  who  still  don’t  get  why  I 
and  other  bisexuals  insist  on  “attaching” 
ourselves  to  the  lesbian  community:  I  do  so 
because  it  is  my  own  community.  I  am 
dating  a  lesbian.  I  attend  Lesbian,  Gay  and 
Bisexual  swing  dance  classes  on  Sunday 
evenings.  1  attend  Amethyst  Women 
dances.  I  subscribe  to  GCN  and  Out  Look.  1 
am  currently  Vice  President  of  Boston’s 
Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Speaker’s 
Bureau,. a  group  1  have  belonged  to  since 
1985. 

The  “queer”  community  is  homosexual, 
but  it  is  by  no  means  homogeneous.  And 
yes,  some  bisexuals  have  different  issues 
than  some  lesbians,  but  then  so  do  some  gay 
men.  Should  we  perhaps  hold  three  dif¬ 
ferent  marches?  Why  the  divisiveness? 
We’re  all  in  this  together.  I  refuse  to  be 
stifled  by  people  who  feel  that  they  are 
somehow  empowered  to  set  rules  for  who 
may  belong  and  who  may  not.  Are  celibate 
people  queer  enough  for  you?  Are  people 
who  are  closeted  in  various  areas  of  their 
lives  qualified?  How  about  lesbians  who  oc¬ 
casionally  sleep  with  men?  How  about  les¬ 
bians  in  “marriages  of  convenience.”  Will 
we  begin  to  be  screened  at  the  entrance  to 
the  pride  march  and  told  whether  we  may 
march  with  the  “true  queers”  or  whether  we 
must  go  march  with  the  allies?  Let  us  not 
commit  the  same  errors  made  by  heterosex¬ 
ist  society.  Heterosexuality  is  not  our 
enemy,  heterosexism  is  our  enemy. 

To  those  people  who  still  don’t  “get  it,” 
please  keep  trying  until  you  do,  because 
your  fear  hurts  me  more  than  I  can  say. 

Bi  and  proud, 
Robyn  Ochs 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Was  it  a  joke? 

Dear  GCN : 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  a  letter  which 
you  printed  entitled  “A  message  from  the 
ladies”  GCN  March  11-17,  1990. 

Was  this  letter  some  kind  of  a  joke? 

The  letter  argued  that  every  sperm  is  an 
unborn  potential,  and  that  waste  of  sperm 
by  masturbation  is  genocide,  among  other 
things,  it  also  argued  against  spermicidal 
foam  for  example.  It  was  signed  we  are  the 
ladies  against  women,  and  followed  by  five 
signatures  all  Mrs.  somebody  or  another; 
and  many  others. 

As  gay  men  and  women  our  identities, 
and  that  which  makes  us  special,  revolves 
around  what  we  choose  and  like  to  do  sex¬ 
ually.  Masturbation  figures,  for  some  of  us, 
prominently.  This  is  a  part  of  our  existence, 
and  a  fundamental  part  of  our  belief  and 
creed. 

My  question  doesn’t  involve  the 
“Ladies”  point  of  view,  but  the  policy  of 
GCN  regarding  the  letters  that  you  will  put 
into  print.  I  think  that  an  explanation  by 
GCN  is  in  order. 

If  the  letter  from  “The  Ladies”  is  serious, 
GCN  is  hardly  the  forum  for  this  expres¬ 
sion;  it  contradicts  our  basic  beliefs  in 
ourselves  and  what  makes  us  special.  Where 
would  GCN  draw  the  line?  Would  you  print 
a  letter  by  the  opposition  who  demand  gay 
folks  be  dumped  into  concentration  camps? 
Do  you  want  to  become  a  for  and  against 
sodomites  forum  for  the  likes  of  the 
ultraconservative  minorities  to  debate  back 
and  forth  while  we  gay  people  sit  in  helpless 
despair  reading  our  own  newspaper 
dominated  by  such  trash? 

I  say  that  by  denying  “The  Ladies”  and 
others  of  the  like  print,  you  are  not  forcing 
those  of  such  persuasion  to  silence  at  all. 
GCN  isn’t  the  only  publication  in  existence, 
let  those  of  such  persuasions  go  and  print 
their  trash  in  Jerry  Falwell’s  newsletter. 


By  Bet  Power 

In  response  to  the  recent  letter  by  Sarah 
Dreher  and  Lis  Brook  which  you  headlined 
“Visibility?  Whose  Visibility?”  ( GCN 
March  11-17,  1990),  I  feel  moved  to  present 
another  Lesbian  viewpoint  regarding  the 
1990  Northampton  Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
March.  By  removing  the  word  “Bisexual” 
from  the  march  title  and  banning  Bisexuals 
from  the  decision-making  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee,  a  small  group  of  Lesbians  has  succeeded 
in  planning  and  conducting  this  year’s 
march  with  blatant  and  offensive  discrimin¬ 
ation  against  another  sexual  minority. 
Bisexuals.  This  has  done  great  injury  to 
unity  and  community  among  all  sexual 
minorities  in  Western  Massachusetts. 

At  a  larger  community  march  meeting 
held  on  March  15  in  Northampton  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Valley  Gay  Alliance  and  the 
UMass  Program  for  Lesbian,  Gay  and 
Bisexual  Concerns,  over  300  concerned  in¬ 
dividuals  representing  a  wide  range  of  sexual 
minorities  attended.  Many  Lesbians  at  the 
meeting  spoke  of  their  own  sense  of  discom¬ 
fort,  helplessness  and  exclusion  from  the 
march  this  year  and  in  past  years  for  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  reasons:  1 .  they  are  lovers  or  friends  of 
Bisexuals;  2.  they  are  themselves  Lesbians 
coming  out  as  Bisexuals;  3.  they  are  Les¬ 
bians  who  are  also  Sadomasochists;  4.  they 
are  Lesbians  who  also  crossdress/are 
transvestites;  5.  they  are  Lesbians  who  are 
coming  out  as  having  transgender/trans¬ 
sexual  feelings  (“Feeling  like  £  man  in  a 
woman’s  body”  is  no  horror,  contrary  to 
Ms.  Dreher  and  Ms.  Brooks  —  it  is  simply  a 
fact  of  life  for  another  brave  and  proud 
group  of  newly-emerging  oppressed  people. 
Besides,  Gertrude  Stein  identified  most 
comfortably  as  a  straight  man,  Radclyffe 
Hdll’s  friends  called  her/him  “John,”  Willa 
Cather  was  a.k.a.  “William.”),  6.  they  are 
friends  of  male-to-female  transvestites  (the 
talented  drag  queens  who  performed  against 
the  grain  at  last  year’s  Northampton  Pride 
rally);  7.  they  are  partners/lovers  of  female- 
to-males;  8.  they  are  friends  of  Gay  men  and 
straight  allies  who  find  this  year’s  Steering 
Committee  and  march  a  hostile,  oppressive 
environment  to  anyone  without  Lesbian 
Separatist  convictions.  The  current  danger¬ 
ous  trend  to  narrowly  define  who 
“belongs”  in  Lesbian  community  is  in¬ 
tolerant  of  our  differences  which  ought  to 
be  respected  and  is  self-destructive  to  the 
Lesbian  movement  itself. 

As  I  see  it,  Lesbians  and  Gay  men  have 
made  significant  progress  in  visibility,  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  “respectability”  in  this  coun¬ 
try  over  the  last  20  years.  The  achievement 
of  the  passage  of  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights  legislation  is  one  in¬ 
dication.  There  are  many  other  break¬ 
through  signs  of  progress  (an  Academy 
Award  granted  for  best  documentary  movie 
to  a  Names  Quilt  film,  the  support  of 


Elizabeth  Taylor  and  other  superstars  in  the 
fight  against  AIDS,  the  profitable  women’s 
music  industry  and  recent  popularity  of  Les¬ 
bian  performers  in  mainstream  music,  etc.). 
This  is  not  to  say  the  struggle  is  over.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  isn’t.  But  surely  Lesbians  can  begin  to 
see  and  take  in  the  many  advances  made. 

Not  so  for  other  sexual  preferences. 
Bisexuals,  Transvestites  (both  male-to- 
female  and  female-to-male),  Transsexuals 
(again,  both  MTF  and  FTM),  Sadomaso¬ 
chists  and  others,  are  just  beginning  to  find 
their  voices,  organize  support  and  move  up 
from  silence  and  invisibility  into  the  light  of 
day.  There  is  often  resistance,  but  at  the 
same  time  there  are  significant  signs  that, 
nationwide,  a  Sexual  Minorities  Movement 
—  or  movements  —  is  evolving  from  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Movement.  It’s  the  nature 
of  growth  to  be  largely  about  change. 

1  am  beginning  to  think  some  Lesbians  in 
the  Northampton  area  are  stuck  back  in  the 
middle  ’70s  with  no  personal  or  political 
resources  for  generosity  of  spirit  and  grace. 
While  we’re  moving  toward  self-definition, 
pride  and  “respectability,”  let’s  take  all  of 
us  along!  The  sexual  is  personal.  The  per¬ 
sonal  is  political.  Lesbians,  Gay  men,  Bisex¬ 
uals,  S/Mers,  TVs  and  TSs  have  an  enor¬ 
mously  difficult  life  experience  in  common: 
persecution  because  who  we  love  and  sleep 
with  or  how  we  sleep  with  who  we  love  (or 
ourselves)  is  different  than  conservative 
heterosexuality. 

Speaking  of  “visibility”. ..at  what  price, 
and  who  pays?  Because  we  do  not  wish  to 
march  over  the  bodies  of  other  hurt,  ex¬ 
cluded  and  silenced  sexual  minorities  for  an 
exclusive  (albeit  tiny)  place  in  the  sun  for 
Lesbians  in  Northampton  this  May,  the 
New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library  (NALL), 
which  has  been  a  part  of  the  Valley  Lesbian 
and  Gay  community  for  1 1  years,  will  not 
participate  in  the  march  with  our  Library 
banner  this  year,  for  the  first  time  ever  in 
Northampton  herstory.  SHELIX  (a 
woman-to-woman  S/M  support  group  for 
Lesbians  and  Bisexual  women)  and  many 
more  Lesbians,  Gay  men,  S/Mers,  TVs  and 
TSs,  will  also  choose  to  refuse  the  terms  of 
this  year’s  discriminating  Northampton 
Lesbian/Gay  March. 

We’ll  hop  on  a  community  bus  to  diverse 
New  York  City  Pride  instead. ..and  bask  in 
the  glow  of  a  sun  large  and  free  enough  to 
shine  on  us  one  and  all.  And  while  we’re 
there,  we’ll  remember  with  gratitude  that  a 
leather-jacketed,  crossdressed  Lesbian 
transvestite  minority  woman  and  her  drag 
queen  supporters  began  it  all  at  Stonewall. 
Still  cause  for  celebration  today. ..even 
down  Main  Street,  Northampton  USA. 

Bet  Power  is  Director  of  the  New  Alexan¬ 
dria  Lesbian  Library  as  well  as  Director  of 
SHELIX  in  Northampton,  Mass. 


where  it  would  no  doubt  be  much  more  cor¬ 
dially  received.  GCN  is  not  obligated  to  act 
as  a  forum  for  voicing  ideas  that  run  con¬ 
trary  to  the  readership  as  a  whole.  Other 
publications  can  act  to  print  that  sort  of 
thing  better  and  more  receptively  to  their 
respective  readers. 

GCN  has  the  right  and  the  obligation  to 
print  that  which  is  either  neutral  or  positive 
to  the  needs  of  gay  people  as  a  whole  in 
editorials  and  in  opinion,  either  expressed 
by  the  paper  itself  or  by  others  in  its  reading 
public.  One  would  hope  that  an  editorial 
like  that  would  not  be  tolerated. 

I  first  of  all  call  upon  GCN  to  express  the 
nature  of  “The  Ladies”  letter,  was  it  a  joke, 
for  real,  a  hoax,  or  what  are  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  it. 

If  it  was  a  joke,  it  is  in  such  poor  taste  that 
GCN  clearly  owes  our  entire  community  an 
apology. 

If  for  real  in  some  way  or  another,  I  call 
upon  GCN  to  print  its  policy  of  what  you 
will  print  and  what  you  won’t.  Our  com¬ 
munity  and  your  readership  have  a  right  to 
know  where  you  draw  the  line,  and  to 
dispute  the  point  if  necessary. 

Reasonable  disagreement  and  expression 
of  it  are  of  course  what  any  communicative 
organ  is  all  about.  No  one  would  object  to 


print  that  disputes  a  point,  policy,  or 
criticism  by  gay  people  about  our  needs, 
principles,  direction,  or  anything  else.  This 
letter  was  clearly  not  written  by  gay  people 
or  by  members  of  our  community  at  all,  it 
can  only  be  viewed,  if  taken  seriously,  as  an 
expression  of  hatred,  animosity,  and  views 
that  directly  contradict  all  that  we  as  gay 
people  believe  and  stand  up  for. 

GCN  along  that  line,  owes  the  community 
as  a  whole  an  explanation,  and  an  apology. 

Bill  Canfield 
East  Hardwick,  Vt. 

[Ed.  note:  Readers,  please  rest  assured,  the 
letter  “A  message  from  the  ladies”  was  in¬ 
tended  entirely  as  a  joke.  Its  authors  (under 
the  pseudonyms  Mrs.  William  Smith,  etc.) 
wrote  the  piece  as  satire  —  to  expose  the  im¬ 
plications  of  what  the  anti-sex,  fundamen¬ 
talist  right  wing  preaches.  The  letter  was 
originally  written  for  distribution  at  a 
political  action  against  Operation  Rescue. 
GCN  sincerely  regrets  that  some  of  our 
readers  did  not  recognize  the  letter’s  satiric 
intent. 

GCN ’s  policy  on  running  letters  is  printed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Community  Voices 
section  / 
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Foster  Parents 

Continued  from  page  I 

an  active  non-discrimination  policy,  it  is  a 
problem,”  said  Jade  McGleughlin  of 
GLDC.  Comparing  it  to  other  kinds  of  per¬ 
sonal  questions  asked  on  the  form, 
McGleughlin  said,  “People  don’t  get 
discriminated  against  because  their  conflict 
resolution  style  is  negotiation-versus-time- 
out.  They  do  get  discriminated  against 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation.” 

Cathcart  suggested,  however,  that  there 
were  appropriate  ways  to  use  that  informa¬ 
tion.  “There  are  situations  where  placement 
in  a  gay  or  lesbian  home  is  not  a  good  idea. 
If  you  are  placing  a  young  fag-basher,  it  is 
not  appropriate.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you 
are  placing  a  young  lesbian  or  gay  man,  it 
might  be  very  appropriate,”  he  said. 

For  many,  the  symbolic  meaning  of  the 
foster  care  policy  was  more  important  than 
its  actual  restrictions  on  foster  parenting. 
Many  lesbians  and  gay  men  felt  that  the 
policy  defined  their  parenting  as  less 
valuable  than  heterosexuals’  parenting  and 
implied  that  gay  people  should  not  be 
around  children  in  any  capacity.  Aren 
Stone,  a  lesbian  mother  and  daycare 
teacher,  told  GCN ,  “I’m  thrilled.  What  the 
[old]  policy  said  to  me  was  that  as  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  you’re  not  okay  to  be  with 
children.  And  that’s  saying  you’re  not  okay, 
period.  It’s  a  much  broader  kind  of  an¬ 
nihilation.” 

Many  activists  felt  that  the  changing  of 
the  foster  care  policy  was  a  sign  of  Dukakis’ 
waning  influence.  According  to  Marla 
Erlien,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  was  formed  to  oppose  the 
foster  care  policy,  targeted  Gov.  Dukakis 
early  on  because  “it  was  clear  that  there  was 
no  support  at  DSS  for  this  policy.” 

The  Dukakis  administration  has  reviewed 
the  policy  formally  only  once  before,  in 
1 986.  The  governor  appointed  a  commission 
of  experts  to  review  the  policy.  The  commis¬ 
sion  held  public  hearings,  where  many  gay 
and  lesbian  activists  testified.  All  but  one  of 
the  commission  members  recommended 
that  the  anti-gay  policy  be  changed,  but 
Dukakis  rejected  this  recommendation. 

Two  years  ago,  the  legislature  passed  a 
budget  including  a  rider  which  would  have 
absolutely  banned  gay  men  and  lesbians  as 
foster  parents.  Dukakis  vetoed  the  measure, 
saying  that  it  was  too  restrictive  because  the 
ban  was  absolute.  The  current  1990  budget 
contains  no  such  provision. 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists,  social  service 
and  human  service  workers,  religious  and 
labor  organizations  have  vigorously  op¬ 
posed  this  policy  for  the  last  five  years. 
Local  activists  have  used  a  wide  variety  of 
tactics  to  oppose  the  policy,  including 
holding  demonstrations,  attending  hear¬ 
ings,  and  sending  people  to  talk  shows. 

Given  this  history,  activists  here  were 
outraged  when  Johnston  in  an  April  5 
Boston  Globe  story  blamed  the  lawsuit  filed 
by  GLAD  and  CLUM  for  the  long  delay  in 
changing  the  policy.  In  that  story,  Johnston 
is  quoted  as  saying  that  litigation  “makes  it 
more  difficult  for  agreements  to  be  reached 
on  particular  issues  so,  rather  than  being 
able  to  sit  down  and  work  things  out, 
lawyers  became  involved,  and  that  usually 
extends  the  process.”  A  call  to  Johnston’s 
office  to  confirm  the  quote  was  not  returned 
by  the  time  GCN  went  to  press 

Countered  local  activist  Read  Weaver, 
“Saying  that  the  lawsuit  was  the  reason  the 
policy  could  not  be  changed  is  just  com¬ 
pletely  outrageous.”  □ 

Arson 

Continued  from  page  I 

favor  of  the  residence]  have  claimed  that 
[Rocky]  is  being  used  as  a  scapegoat,  but  I 
don’t  feel  that’s  true.” 

According  to  several  people  contacted  by 
GCN,  the  local  media  “have  already  tried 
and  convicted”  Rocky.  News  reports  have 
revealed  the  arrest  record  of  Rocky  under  a 
different  name.  This  information,  which 
those  involved  in  the  home  for  PWAs  said 
they  did  not  have  available  to  them  in  the 
process  of  screening  applicants,  has 
generated  a  whole  new  round  of  angry  out¬ 
ers'  by  the  local  opponents  of  the  home. 
Having  been  chastized  publicly  for  their  ir¬ 
rational  response  to  the  home,  and  having 
been  assumed  to  be  the  perpetrators  of  the 
arson,  the  opponents  are  now  acting  as  if 
they  have  been  vindicated,  according  to 
local  activists.  “They’re  playing  on 
everybody's  sympathies,”  said  Mary  Zim¬ 
merman,  chair  of  the  Iowa  chapter  of  the 


NAMES  Project.  In  addition  to  their 
original  argument  against  the  home  as  a 
health  threat,  the  opponents  are  now  citing 
Rocky’s  arrest  and  “criminal  record”  as 
evidence  that  the  home  will  compromise  the 
“moral  character”  of  the  neighborhood. 

Growing  clamor  to  abandon  the 
Evansdale  PWA  residence,  and  the  events 
surrounding  the  arson  have  caused  several 
of  the  groups  involved  to  reassess  the  pro¬ 
gram.  The  board  of  ACCESS,  which  leased 
the  building  from  the  county  and  then  re¬ 
leased  it  to  Rocky  and  Mark,  voted  April  2 
to  continue  to  support  the  residence  pro¬ 
gram,  according  to  Hays.  Similarly,  the 
Cedar  Valley  Hospice  board  voted  the  same 
day  to  continue  to  back  the  program,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Hoerner. 

On  April  3,  the  Blackhawk  County  Board 
of  Supervisors  met  and  was  confronted  by 
an  angry  group  of  opponents  who  are 
demanding  an  end  to  the  Evansdale 
residence  and  the  program.  According  to 
Supervisor  Fulton,  two  of  the  five  members 
of  the  board  have  voiced  their  opposition  to 
the  program.  She  and  one  other  member 
support  it,  with  one  supervisor  remaining 
uncommitted  publicly.  The  supervisors  will 
vote  on  the  issue  at  their  April  10  meeting, 
she  said. 

Even  if  the  supervisors  continue  to  back 
the  residence  program  in  general,  the  future 
of  the  Evansdale  duplex  is  in  serious  danger, 
according  to  several  proponents  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  “If  I  had  to  predict,  I  think  [the 
Evansdale  residence]  will  be  closed,”  said 
the  Health  Department’s  Hobson.  But  he 
added  that  he  thinks  “the  idea  [of  the 
residence  program]  isn’t  dead  in  the  water.” 
Hobson  said  the  residence  program  was  set 
up  based  on  estimates  that  between  two  and 
four  PWAs  in  the  county  currently  need 
housing.  Although  the  number  of  AIDS 
cases  in  Iowa  is  relatively  low  (176  cases  of 
AIDS  diagnosed  to  date),  Hobson  estimated 
there  are  actually  two  to  three  times  that 
number  based  on  the  tendency  of  people 
who  have  moved  out  of  Iowa  and  are 
diagnosed  in  other  states  to  move  back 
“home”  when  they  become  ill.  He  said  he 
has  personally  worked  with  between  30  and 
40  PWAs  in  the  Waterloo  area,  and  that 
there  is  definitely  a  need  for  housing  for 
PWAs  who  cannot  afford  or  who  otherwise 
lack  the  resources  to  own  or  rent  places  to 
live. 

Hays  said  that  despite  the  hostility  of 
some  of  residents  of  Evansdale,  which  has 
included  threatening  phone  calls  to  officials 
working  for  the  hospice  program,  there 
have  been  some  positive  aspects  to  the 
episode.  “It  looks  like  the  people  that  have 
been  the  most  vocal  opponents  seem  to  be  a 
small  minority,”  said  Hays.  “Those  of  us 
who  have  been  involved  in  CASS  [Cedar 
AIDS  Support  Services  —  the  AIDS  support 
arm  of  Cedar  Valley  Hospice]  and  the  bud¬ 
dy  program  are  experiencing  a  lot  of  support 
from  the  community,”  he  said,  adding  that 
ACCESS  has  also  received  support.  He  said 
he  thought  the  homophobia  and  AIDS 
hysteria  coming  out  of  Evansdale  had 
awakened  other  Iowans  to  the  ignorance 
and  prejudice  there,  and  encouraged  them 
to  support  anti-discrimination  legislation  in 
the  state. 

“A  lot  of  people  are  being  very  vocal  in 
supporting  gay  and  lesbian  rights,”  said 
Hays.  He  added  that  a  recent  poll  showed 
increased  support  among  voters  for  a  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  bill,  which  died  last  year 
in  the  state  Senate  after  passing  in  the 
House.  He  also  said  that  one  political  in¬ 
sider  considered  the  recent  passage  of 
Iowa’s  hate  crimes  law  to  be  partly  a  result 
of  the  harassment  seen  in  Evansdale.  (See 
Newsnote,  this  issue,  page  2.) 

Increased  awareness  of  discriminatory  at¬ 
titudes  “may  be  one  of  the  good  things  com¬ 
ing  out  of  this  whole  mess,”  said  Hays.  The 
new  law,  which  will  require  the  state  to  com¬ 
pile  statistics  on  crimes  motivated  by  hate, 
including  those  based  on  sexual  orientation 
or  disability,  will  allow  proponents  of  the 
residence  program  to  begin  to  document  the 
kinds  of  harassment  targeted  at  the 
Evansdale  residence  and  the  PWA  housing 
program,  he  said. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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healthy  teeth.  . . 
they're 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 
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printing 


(617)  524-6822 
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change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  5 24-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


Urban  Acupuncture 

Traditional  Solutions  to  Modern  Problems 

HIV  Positive? 

“Acupuncture  and  Chinese  herbs  can  help 
to  stabilize  your  condition.  ” 

SAMANTHA  MITCHELL,  L1C.  ACUPUNCTURIST 
82  Glenville  Avenue,  #1 1 
(617)  783-3965 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 

•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 
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When  Life  Gets  Out 
Of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much... can’t  stop  spending 
money. .  .can’t  make  or  keep 
friends. .  .and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can’t  change. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help . 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street.  Boston 
437-9643 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
*Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
•Discrimination 
•Unemployment 
•Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


sewing  the  gay  /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty/voice 
M-TH6-11  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave»  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  sew  ices: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 


Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil  . 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


INSURANCE 


*Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★  One  day  plate  service. 

★  No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


HEALING  SERVICE 

FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 
Tuesday,  April  10  7:30  p.m. 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  families  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Prayers /Laying  on  of  hands 
Fiomdy:  Dr.  William  Brunken 
Chair.  AIDS  Task  Force, 

Episcopal  Diocese  of  Massachusetts 
Music  by  the  Cathedral  Choir 
Free  will  offering! Reception 
Park  Street  MBTA  stop 
ASL  interpreted 
Information:  (617)  482-5800 

THE  CATHEDRAL  CHURCH  OF  ST.  PAUL 

138  Tremont  Street  •  Boston 

Cosponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  •  (617)  628-7665 


Exhibit 

Continued  from  page  3 

boycotts  of  the  CAC,  the  chair  of  the  board 
resigned.  In  addition,  CAC  lost  $300,000 
after  it  dropped  out  of  the  Fine  Arts  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund,  the  oldest  combined  fundrais¬ 
ing  effort  in  the  U.S. 

“This  has  nothing  to  do  with  obscenity,” 
said  Brown,  “but  with  this  town’s  homo- 
phobic  nature.  Their  claims  are  just  a 
disguise  for  homophobia.  Bible-thumpers, 
blue-stocking  and  died-in-the-wool  funda¬ 
mentalist  conservatives  in  the  Hamilton 
County  suburbs  with  a  population  that  is  80 
per  cent  Republican  are  what  causes  such 
political  reaction  here.” 

“The  city  has  a  solid  reputation  for 
fighting  smut,  and  we  don’t  want  to  see  it 
eroded,”  said  Simon  Leis,  sheriff  of 
Hamilton  County.  “If  that  is  art,  this  coun¬ 
try  is  running  down  hill  to  mediocrity  so  fast 
you  can’t  stop  it.”  Leis,  who  called  the 
photos  “criminally  obscene,”  vowed  to 
prosecute  if  city  officials  do  not. 

Leis  is  named  in  the  lawsuit,  as  are  the 
prosecutor  of  Hamilton  County  and  the 
police  chief  and  city  solicitor  of  Cincinnati. 
At  CAC’s  invitation,  three  police  officers 
viewed  the  exhibit  for  90  minutes  on  April  2 
and  left  without  comment.  Leis  and  County 
Prosecutor  Arthur  Ney  declined  their  invita¬ 
tions. 

The  Mapplethorpe  brouhaha  here  is 
“another  example  of  conservatives’  fren¬ 
zied  reaction  when  their  wall  of  ethnocen- 
tricity  is  pierced  by  anybody  with  a  different 
point  of  view,”  said  Brown.  “An  obscure 
art  event  becomes  a  public  spectacle  by  all 
the  idiocy  attached.” 

CAC  spokesperson  Amy  Banister  con¬ 
firmed  Brown’s  speculation  and  said  that 
the  controversy  has  sparked  much  support 
for  the  exhibit  and  CAC.  She  said  that  the 
opening  was  moved  to  a  larger  location  after 
more  than  2,200  center  members  and  friends 
bought  tickets.  “After  ABC-TV’s  Good 
Morning  America  coverage  April  3,  people 
from  all  over  the  U.S.  and  Canada  have 
called  in  membership  donations.  We’ve  had  a 
tremendous  outpouring  of  people  supporting 
our  hanging  tough,”  she  said,  adding,  “a  lot 
of  them  think  we’re  fighting  the  battle  that 
should  have  been  fought  in  June.” 

That  was  when  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of 
Art  in  Washington,  D.C.  cancelled  “The 
Perfect  Moment”  after  108  members  of 
Congress  expressed  “outrage”  over  the  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the  Arts’  (NEA)  sup¬ 
port  for  the  exhibit  and  threatened  to  slash 
NEA’s  budget.  In  a  letter,  legislators  con¬ 
cluded  that  work  by  the  photographer  in¬ 
cluded  “morally  repugnant  material  of  a 
sexual  nature.”  In  response,  artists,  activists 
and  civil  libertarians  denounced  right-wing 
sponsored  suppression  of  artistic  expres¬ 
sion.  (See  GCN,  July  2,  1989.) 

A  big  chill 

The  feud  here  focuses  on  the  content  of 
the  175  photos  —  some  of  which  show  nak¬ 
ed  children  or  homoerotic  or 
sadomasochistic  imagery  —  and  not  on  the 
show’s  originaL  funding  from  the  NEA. 
However,  arts  advocates  do  see  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  federal  funding  controver¬ 
sy  and  the  sparks  flying  here.  The  basic 
issue,  said  CAC  director  Dennis  Barrie,  “is 
whether  artistic  vision  is  to  be  defined  by  a 
minority  for  the  majority.  The  NEA  will 
probably  survive,  but  there  will  be  attempts 
over  and  over  again  to  set  limits  on  what  you 
can  see,  hear,  paint  and  watch.”  He  added 
that  the  lawsuit  is  “our  proactive  stance  on 
this.” 

Barrie  said  that  CAC  expected  “tough” 
public  reaction  and  even  reconsidered  its 
plans  after  the  Corcoran  cancelled  the  show. 
“To  our  board’s  credit,”  he  said,  “they 
reviewed  all  the  photos,  our  ($50,000)  con¬ 
tract,  and  said  we  must  honor  it.” 

In  an  effort  to  pre-empt  confrontations 
with  conservatives,  CAC  tried  educational 
outreach,  such  as  a  week-long  series  on  a 
local  TV  station  previewing  the  exhibit.  At 
that  time,  Leis  said  he  found  the  photos  ob¬ 
jectionable  but  that  he  would  not  act  against 
their  display.  After  that,  he  was  reportedly 
pressured  by  campaign  donors  and  the  anti¬ 
porn  groups. 

“To  put  artistic  control  in  the  hands  of  a 
sheriff  makes  you  ashamed  to  be  a  Cincin¬ 
natian,”  said  gay  activist  and  retired 
schoolteacher  Barron  Wilson.  He  said  that 
Leis  and  his  cronies  have  prevented  screen¬ 
ings  of  Martin  Scorcese’s  The  Last  Tempta¬ 
tion  of  Christ  and  showings  of  Taxi  Zum 
K!o  and  You  are  not  alone.”  When 
Leis  was  a  prosecutor,  he  frequently  targe¬ 
ted  erotic  films,  magazines  and  exhibits. 


There  are  other  examples  of  a  big  chill  on 
artistic  expression  here.  Police  were  called  to 
preview  a  performance  of  Equus ,  but  let 
it  run  with  frontal  nudity.  Playhouse  in  the 
Park  adorned  the  naked  “Prankenstein” 
with  a  jock  strap.  An  anti-porn  activist 
helped  police  entrap  a  video  store  owner  in 
an  adjacent  county  who  delivered  an 
X-rated  tape  across  the  county  line. 
(Although  same-sex  sodomy  is  legal  in  Ohio! 
local  police  often  enforce  a  statute  that  pro¬ 
hibits  asking  for  sexual  companionship.) 

As  a  result,  the  Midwest’s  “Queen  City” 
still  has  no  bookstores,  video  outlets, 
theaters  or  peep  shows  with  hard-core  fare. 
However,  advocates  of  gay  rights  expressed 
encouragement  about  the  recent  events. 

“This  is  the  biggest  thing  since  the  Pete 
Rose  baseball  gambling  scandal,”  said  Ed 
Hicks,  publisher  of  the  gay  Nouveau.  “It’s 
the  first  time  anyone  respectable  has  stood 
up  to  the  thought  police  and  their  detrimen¬ 
tal  effect  on  free  expression.” 

Joshua  Thomas,  publisher  of  Ohio’s 
Gaybeat ,  echoed  that  feeling.  “Map¬ 
plethorpe  understood  power,’’  he  said, 
“and  the  CAC  does,  too.  It  exhibited  real 
courage  in  presenting  this  show.”  Thomas 
encouraged  supporters  to  “write  CAC  a 
check  and  see  [the  exhibit],  if  the  sex  police 
will  let  you.” 

□  filed  from  Washington,  D.C 

Abortion 

Continued  from  page  3 

to-Life  Committee  specifically  to  persuade 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Sandra  Day  O’Con¬ 
nor  to  overturn  Roe.  O’Connor  is  con¬ 
sidered  the  crucial  swing  vote  on  abortion. 
The  Idaho  bill  would  have  imposed  criminal 
penalties  on  doctors  who  performed  abor¬ 
tions,  with  limited  exceptions,  but  not  on 
the  women  who  obtained  them. 

According  to  Alison  Wethersfield,  staff 
attorney  at  the  NOW  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Lund,  this  distinction  is  crucial  to 
O’Connor,  who  believes  that  women  have 
the  right  to  make  private  reproductive  deci¬ 
sions,  but  also  believes  it  is  acceptable  for 
states  to  impede  access  to  abortion.  “The 
problem  with  O’Connor  is  that  she  has  a 
very  class-bound  notion  of  what  it  means  to 
unduly  burden  the  right  to  privacy.  Making 
abortion  too  expensive,  making  it  difficult 
to  get,  making  it  impossible  to  find  a  doctor 
to  perform  one  does  not  unduly  burden  it” 
in  O’Connor’s  view,  she  said. 

Abortion  rights  activists  in  Idaho  greeted 
the  governor’s  veto  with  relief,  but  insisted 
that  the  fight  was  just  beginning.  “The  anti¬ 
choice  people  are  very  organized.  A  year 
from  now  we’ll  be  doing  the  same  thing 
again  unless  we  can  change  the  situation,” 
said  Sue  Morris,  a  Boise  chapter  NOW  ac¬ 
tivist. 

Local  pro-choice  advocates  held  nightly 
vigils  outside  the  capitol  while  awaiting  the 
governor’s  decision.  According  to  Morris, 
the  battle  for  the  next  few  months  in  Idaho 
will  focus  on  obtaining  enough  petition 
signatures  to  place  an  initiative  on  the  ballot 
in  November  to  protect  the  legal  right  to 
abortion.  She  said  that  pro-choice  ad¬ 
vocates  currently  had  20,000  of  39,000 
signatures  necessary,  and  were  receiving 
signatures  much  more  quickly  since  the 
legislature  passed  the  bill. 

“Sometimes  it  takes  something  like  this  to 
get  people  mobilized.  The  activists  are 
becoming  more  active,  and  people  who 
weren’t  active  before  are  becoming  active,” 
she  said. 

Abortion  is  likely  to  be  an  issue  in  many 
legislative  races  and  the  gubernatorial  elec¬ 
tion  in  November.  Idaho  is  a  heavily  Mor¬ 
mon  state,  and  according  to  Morris,  “It  was 
almost  right  down  the  line.  The  senators 
who  voted  for  the  bill  were  almost  all 
Catholics  or  Mormons.”  There  are  pro- 
choice  candidates  running  in  almost  every 
statewide  and  legislative  race,  and  Morris 
believes  that  there  may  be  some  gains  in  the 
western  and  northern  areas  of  the  state.  In 
the  heavily  Mormon  eastern  part  of  the 
state,  “we  may  have  an  incredibly  tough 
battle.  Some  people  who  voted  against  this 
legislation  may  lose,”  said  Morris. 

ACLU  challenges  Guam  law 

While  the  Idaho  bill  was  neutralized  by  a 
gubernatorial  veto,  the  Guam  law  remains  a 
potential  threat  to  Roe.  Both  pro-  and  anti¬ 
choice  forces  believe  that  Roe  could  be 
overturned  by  the  current  Supreme  Court, 
where  Reagan  appointments  have  weakened 
the  pro-choice  majority. 


Continued  on  page  1 1 
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YOU  DON'T  GOTTA! 


LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  RESISTING  TAXES 


Tax  resistance  in  the  U.S.:  one  of  those 
movements  we  don’t  seem  to  hear 
much  about.  But  more  and  more  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men  and  others  are  refusing  to 
pay  the  bills  of  a  government  that  spends 
more  on  war  than  on  everything  else  com¬ 
bined. 

More  than  the  memberships  of  many  pro¬ 
gressive  movements,  tax  resisters  are  a 
mixed  lot,  and  our  reasons  for  not  paying 
taxes  span  quite  a  range:  opposing  the  war  in 
El  Salvador  and  opposing  phallic  aggression 
everywhere,  wanting  the  government  to 
change  and  wanting  the  government  to  col¬ 
lapse.  We  are  peace-church  Christians, 
radical  feminists,  liberal  reformers,  and 
dangerous  anarchists.  And  there  are  certain¬ 
ly  many  others  (including  some  right-wing 
tax  rebels;  the  two  of  us  don’t  know  much 
about  them  and  we  aren’t  going  to  speak  for 
them  here).  Concerns  for  peace,  economic 
justice  and  social  justice  define  a  lot  of  what 
tax  resisters  are  about. 

The  tax  resistance  movement  usually  calls 
what  it  does  war  tax  resistance,  and  refusing 
to  pay  for  war  is  a  big  part  of  most  tax 
resisters’  motivation.  That  sissy  Thoreau’s 
act  of  civil  disobedience  (he  coined  the  term) 
was  to  not  pay  taxes  for  the  Mexican  War. 
Some  who  are  active  in  the  peace 


The  AIDS  crisis  rages  on  and  the  government's 
response  is  little  more  than  complicity  in  the  deaths  of 
thousands.  The  late  Patrick  Grace  had  the  right  idea 
when  he  called  on  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  stop  paying 
taxes  and  to  redirect  those  monies  to  fight  AIDS. 
Already  our  community  has  spent  millions  for  AIDS 
education,  prevention  and  direct  support  of  HIV- 
affected  people.  This  should  be  a  lesson  to  all  of  us  in 
community-based  economics.  Think  how  much  more 
we  could  do  if  our  communities  refused  to  pay  for 
murder  and  redirected  our  resources  to  life!  ACT  UP's 
slogan  resonates  with  what  war  tax  resisters  have  been 
saying  for  years:  SILENCE  =  DEATH. 

—  Jeremy  Grainger 


movements  decide  they  don’t  want,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  work  against  intervention  in 
Central  America  and,  on  the  other,  to  pay 
for  it.  Alexander  Haig  said  of  the  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  disarmament  pro¬ 
testers  in  New  York  in  1982,  “Let  them 
march  all  they  want,  as  long  as  they  continue 
to  pay  their  taxes.  The  New  York  Times ,  of  all 
places,  tells  us  the  military  has  put  a  third  of 
its  budget  in  a  slush  fund,  to  be  spent 
without  congressional  (or  any  other)  over¬ 
sight  —  and  there  goes  any  pretense  of  ac¬ 
countability.  As  even  the  invented  threat  of 
Soviet  aggression  loses  credibility,  no  one 
can  seriously  say  our  military  spending  is  for 
defense,  and  very  few  in  this  country  would 
pay  for  an  offensive  military  given  the 
choice.  (As  tax  resisters  we  have  the  choice). 

Concerns  for  economic  justice  are 
another  important  part  of  tax  resisters’ 
thinking  and  action.  The  military  doesn’t 
just  spend  money  on  bad  things,  it  spends  it 
on  expensive  bad  things.  The  stealth  bomber 
—  already  technologically  obsolete,  not  to 
mention  politically  (and  made  with  toxic 
materials  already  killing  the  people  who 
built  it)  —  costs  more  than  its  weight  in 
gold.  The  federal  government’s  spending 
priorities  are  a  mess,  and  we  can  do  better; 


IS  of  the  total  budget  —  one  cent  from  every 
dollar  —  goes  to  nuclear  warheads  alone. 
Compare  that  to  2110  of  1%  proposed  for  U.S. 
spending  on  AIDS. 


money  spent  on  the  military  is  money  that 
isn’t  spent  on  human  needs. 

Most  tax  resisters  contribute  their  refused 
taxes-  to  alternative  funds,  that  give  grants 
and  loans  to  progressive  projects  and 
organizations.  New  England  War  Tax 
Resistance  (NEWTR),  the  Boston-area  tax 
resistance  group,  has  given  out  over 
$100,000  in  grants  and  a  similar  amount  in 
loans.  In  recent  years,  money  has  gone  to 
the  Women’s  Peacemaking  Project  in 
Israel/Palestine,  Comite  Hondureno, 
Women’s  Convoy  to  Nicaragua,  United 
Fruit  Company  theater,  Civil  Disobedience 
Taskforce  of  the  ’87  March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  and  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News. 

Finally,  many  find  federal  spending 
priorities  in  conflict  with  their  beliefs  in 
social  justice.  U.S.  military  support  for  dic¬ 
tators  and  thugs  isn’t  even  secret.  U.S.  use 
of  force  in  other  countries  always  most  hurts 
the  poorest  people  —  there  too,  military 
spending  is  taken  from  health  care  or 
schools,  and  it’s  in  the  poor  rural  areas  that 
our  wars  are  fought.  Women,  the  poorest  of 
the  poor,  suffer  most.  In  this  country, 
money  taken  from  job  training  programs 
furthers  the  economic  draft,  with  the 
military  promising  (but  rarely  delivering) 
job  skills  once  you’re  out.  Military  spending 
results  in  fewer  jobs  (although  that’s  partly 
because  human  service  work  pays  so 
poorly),  and  those  jobs  are  more  dangerous 
—  not  just  having  people  shoot  at  you,  but 
working  with  toxic  or  radioactive 
substances.  Finally,  the  military  is  one  of  the 
most  blatantly  discriminatory  employers 
around,  casually  dismissing  gay  men  and 
lesbians  for  no  cause  but  our  sexuality. 

Perhaps  most  basically,  tax  resistance  is 
resistance:  a  concrete  way  of  saying  “No” 
to  injustice,  and  a  concrete  way  of  claiming 
power  —  both  economic  power  and  the 
power  of  not  being  intimidated  by  govern¬ 
ment  bureaucracy.  We’re  generally  not  used 
to  thinking  about  our  economic  clout  — 
especially  those  of  us  who  don’t  have  to 
worry  about  money.  But  the  government 
does  expect  taxes  from  most  of  us  —  think 
of  what  it  would  mean  if  we  all  took  that 
money  and  put  it  into  self-defense  classes, 
arts  that  express  our  lives,  shelters  for  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  kids,  and  direct  care  for  people 
with  AIDS. 

All  in  all,  there  are  plenty  of  reasons  for 
taking  control  of  our  money  back  from  the 
federal  government.  As  Edna  Millay  (of  the 
Famous  Queers’  School  of  Poetry)  wrote, 
“I  shall  die,  but  that  is  all  1  shall  do  for 
death/. ../Am  I  a  spy  in  the  land  of  the  liv¬ 
ing?” 

WHAT  ARE  THEY 
GOING  TO 
DO  TO  ME? 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS)  peo¬ 
ple  have  gone  to  a  lot  of  trouble  to 
create  the  myth  that  they  are  all¬ 
knowing,  all-seeing  and  all-powerful.  If  you 
don’t  pay  your  taxes,  they’ll  get  you.  That 
myth  is  the  source  of  their  power.  In  reality, 
the  story  is  rather  different  —  the  IRS  is 
really  no  more  competent  than  the  govern¬ 
ment  bureaucracies  whose  mistakes  mess  up 
our  lives  all  the  time. 

While  tax  resistance  groups  have  not  kept 
very  accurate  records  on  who  resists  and 
whom  the  IRS  collects  against,  the  rough 
numbers  are  very  encouraging.  Of  all  those 
who  keep  some  portion  of  their  taxes  away 
from  the  feds,  about  30  percent  are  collected 
against  in  the  First  five  years.  From  that  30 
percent,  the  government  gets  back  about 
100  percent  of  the  money  it  would  have  got¬ 
ten  if  those  resisters  had  originally  paid. 
Even  though  some  tax  resisters  have  to  pay 
interest  and  penalties,  others  have  only  a 
token  amount  taken,  and  so  it  doesn’t  come 
to  more  than  the  original  tax  money.  (It 


becomes  increasingly  difficult  after  five 
years  for  the  IRS  to  collect,  because  of 
statutes  of  limitations,  and  because  people 
move  and  the  IRS  loses  them.)  While  it’s 
true  that  individual  resisters  may  have  the 
full  amount  of  their  taxes,  plus  interest  and 
penalties,  seized  by  the  IRS,  it’s  important 
to  remember  that  as  a  movement,  we  are 
keeping  significant  proportions  (about  70 
percent)  of  money  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
military. 

In  the  last  year  or  so,  the  IRS  has  in- 


I  like  a  multi-cultural  world.  In  Vietnam,  we  tried  to 
destroy  a  whole  culture  without  any  recognition  of 
what  a  loss  that  was,  as  if  white  male  American  culture 
was  the  only  thing  worth  valuing.  Also,  I  don’t  like  to 
see  suffering  at  the  hands  of  human  beings.  To  visit 
more  suffering  on  human  beings  than  they  would  other¬ 
wise  have  is  just  sick.  A  lot  of  this  came  to  a  head 
when  I  became  disabled.  I  could  handle  it  because  it 
wasn’t  anybody’s  fault  —  it  was  a  visitation  of  fate.  But 
some  people  become  disabled -because  someone  did  it 
to  them. 

—  Ed  Agro 


creased  its  efforts  in  going  after  some 
resisters.  The  pattern  seems  to  be  that  the 
IRS  notices  many  resisters  who  file  (and 
don’t  pay  some  or  all  of  their  tax)  and  goes 
after  them  pretty  quickly  —  seizing  bank  ac¬ 
counts,  for  example,  within  six  months.  But 
apparently  nothing  has  changed  for  resisters 
who  don’t  file,  who  typically  only  start 
receiving  letters  about  two  years  after  the 
fact. 

The  IRS’s  job  consists  mainly  of  moving 
pieces  of  paper  around,  and  that’s  what 
they’re  good  at.  Many  tax  resisters  receive 
many,  many  letters  from  the  IRS,  some 
more  threatening  than  others.  (Or  occa¬ 
sionally  not  so  threatening:  one  resister  got  a 
cheery  leaflet  asking  “Did  you  forget  to 
file?”)  Randy  Kehler  and  Betsy  Corner, 
long-time  tax  resisters  in  western 
Massachusetts,  have  had  their  house  seized 
and  sold  by  the  IRS.  But  Randy  and  Betsy 
still  live  in  their  house  —  basically,  the  IRS 
has  thus  far  just  sent  them  unusually 
threatening  pieces  of  paper.  The  publicity, 
and  especially  movement  and  community 
support  behind  Randy  and  Betsy  have  been 
such  a  threat  to  the  IRS  it  hasn’t  dared  move 
further  against  them.  Bob  Bady,  also  of 
Western  Massachusetts,  and  in  a  similar 
situation,  has  said  “They  send  you  a  letter 
saying  ‘We’re  going  to  take  your  house.’ 
Then  they  send  a  letter  saying  ‘We’re  going 
to  take  your  first-born  child.’  Then  they 
send  a  letter  saying  ‘We’re  going  to  cut  your 
balls  off.’  It’s  basically  a  matter  of  deciding 
at  what  point  a  piece  of  paper  frightens 
you.” 

But  what  if  they  do  collect?  There  are  a 
variety  of  ways  of  making  collection  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  tax  resistance  groups  and 
publications  are  good  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  that.  Sometimes,  though,  the  IRS 


As  an  anarchist,  I  feel  the  state  should  have  as  little 
control  as  possible.  And  personally,  being  a  subversive 
—  that  sense  from  being  a  lesbian  in  a  homophobic 
society  that  I’m  already  a  subversive,  so  I  might  as  well 
go  all  out. 

—  Phyllis  Reichart 


does  get  “its”  money.  Alternative  funds 
that  don’t  give  away  the  principal  allow  you 
to  get  back  the  original  tax  money,  and  the 
Tax  Resisters’  Penalty  Fund  exists  to  help 
resisters  with  interest  and  penalties.  And 
there  are  other  ways  of  getting  Financial  sup¬ 
port:  Sandy  Martin  of  Cambridge  organized 
a  party  with  members  of  her  household  to 
pay  her  interest  and  penalties,  and  in  doing 
that,  got  the  word  out  about  tax  (and  other 
kinds  of)  resistance. 

We  should  probably  add  that  tax 
resistance  is  illegal,  and  that  tax  resisters 
face  the  (remote)  possibility  of  criminal  pro¬ 


secution  as  well  as  civil  penalties.  We  en¬ 
courage  everyone  thinking  about  refusing  to 
pay  taxes  to  get  in  touch  with  their  local  tax 
resistance  group,  or  the  National  War  Tax 
Resistance  Coordinating  Committee 
(NWTRCC)  (see  resource  list f 

Choices.  When  we  started  thinking  about 
doing  tax  resistance,  part  of  what  we  wor¬ 
ried  about  was  the  worst  the  IRS  can  do. 
And  frankly,  the  worst  the  IRS  can  do  is 
pretty  bad.  But  then  we  each  remembered 
that  we  have  choices  throughout  the  pro¬ 
cess.  If  the  IRS  starts  to  collect,  we  can 
move  money  around,  or  give  our  car  to  a 
friend,  or  quit  our  job  and  become  a  “con¬ 
sultant.”  But  we  can  also  decide  not  to  do 
these  things,  because  it’s  more  of  a  hassle 
than  we  can  handle.  (The  IRS  has  always 
stopped  harassing  tax  resisters  once  they’ve 
collected  the  money  they  want.)  That’s  not  a 
failure,  because  it  means  we  still  have  time 
and  energy  for  other  kinds  of  liberation 
work.  And  the  very  act  of  resistance  has 
already  helped  wear  down  the  machine 
grinding  up  lives. 

HOW  TO... 

The  methods  that  people  use  to  resist 
paying  federal  taxes  are  as  varied  and 
as  diverse  as  the  resisters  themselves. 
Methods  of  resistance  change  as  govern¬ 
ment  rules  and  regulations  change;  some 
become  more  difficult,  but  new  statutes  may 
also  create  new  avenues  for  refusal. 

Symbolic  resistance.  Some  res'sters 
enclose  a  letter  of  protest  with  their  taxes, 
some  even  write  their  tax  checks  for  a 
specific  nonmilitary  purpose  —  war  tax 
resisters  have  often  sent  money  to  the  Arms 
Control  and  Disarmament  Agency,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  One  could  attempt  to  direct  one’s 
check  for  AIDS  research  only.  Others 
choose  to  take  small  amounts  from  their 
taxes  and  redirect  them  to  an  alternative 
fund. 

Many  refusers  connect  the  amount  of 
their  nonpayment  to  speciFic  figures  or 
percentages  of  the  U.  S.  budget  (see  dollar 
chart).  One  percent  of  income  tax  represents 
the  money  spent  on  nuclear  warheads  alone; 
ten  percent  is  equivalent  to  the  amount 
spent  on  warheads  and  their  delivery 
systems.  Current  military  expeditures  make 
up  about  35  percent  of  the  budget;  include 
the  amount  spent  on  past  wars  and  the 
figure  amounts  to  nearly  two-thirds  of  all 
federal  monies. 

Phone  tax  refusal.  One  practical  and 
relatively  simple  form  of  non-payment  is  to 
refuse  the  federal  tax  on  your  phone  bill. 
Originally  imposed  as  a  direct  way  to  raise 
funds  for  World  War  I,  the  phone  tax  has 
been  intimately  connected  to  America’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  wars  —  rising  and  falling 
depending  on  current  military  adventures. 
Currently,  100  percent  of  this  tax  goes  to  the 
military.  Between  1966  and  1985,  $29  billion 
was  raised  through  telephone  taxes  alone. 

Nonpayment  of  telephone  taxes  became  a 
major  form  of  protest  during  the  Vietnam 
war.  By  1972,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Americans  had  “Hung  Up  on  the  Wpr.” 
Court  rulings  during  that  period  ensure  that 
people  not  paying  their  phone  tax  will  not 
have  their  telephone  service  cut  off.  All  you 
have  to  do  to  not  pay  the  telephone  tax  is 
deduct  that  amount  from  your  payment, 
and  enclose  a  note  that  details  the  amount 
not  paid  and  explains  why  you  are  doing 
this.  Many  war  tax  resistance  groups  have 
printed  cards  to  enclose  with  your  monthly 
bill  (see  sample). 

Federal  tax  may  appear  in  separate 
amounts  on  different  portions  of  your 
phone  bill.  You  will  Find  taxes  for  long 
distance,  regional  and  local  service,  as  well 
as  for  other  special  services.  Pay  service 
numbers  (1-550-  and/or  900-  lines)  from 
Dial-the-Pope  to  party  phone-sex  lines  may 
have  a  separate  tax  amount  listed  on  your 
bill.  Some  phone  companies  will  continue  to 
show  phone  taxes  as  balances  forward,  some 
will  delete  these  amounts  entirely.  Usually,  a 


SAMPLE  PHONE  TAX  REFUSAL  CARD 

I  have  deducted  the  amount  of  the  federal  exise  tax,  $ _ from  my  payment  of  this 

bill.  This  refusal  stems  from  my  opposition  to  the  military  policies  of  the  U.S.  government.  Over 
half  of  the  U.S.  budget  is  devoted  to  military-related  purposes,  while  many  people,  here  and 
abroad,  lack  adequate  food,  shelter,  and  health  care. 

The  telephone  tax  has  been  associated  with  war  spending  since  1914;  it  is  now  explicitly  devoted 
to  military  purposes.  I  can  not  in  consience  help  to  finance  a  military  engaged  in  terrorism  in 
Central  America  and  elsewhere,  nor  will  I  contribute  to  nuclear  terror  against  the  people  of  the 
world. 

I  hope  you  will  join  me  in  opposing  military  spending.  If  you  would  like  more  information  on 
war  tax  refusal,  you  can  write 

Nat’l  War  Tax  Resistance  Coordinating  Comm.;  POB  84810;  Seattle,  WA  98145 
Jane  Queer  Public  AT&T  acct  #4 1 7-555- 1 234  Jate 


It  doesn't  make  sense  to  pay  for  the  violence  that 
keeps  the  system  going.  It's  also  a  challenge  to  myself 
to  live  according  to  what  I  believe.  It's  more  sustained, 
and  more  quiet  —  a  deeper  kind  of  resistance.  What's 
good  about  doing  it  in  a  group  is  that  tax  resisters  are 
so  diverse:  the  diversity  presents  me  with  different 
politics  and  philosophies. 

—  Dierdre  Doran 


phone  call  to  a  customer  service  represen¬ 
tative  (or  supervisor)  will  clear  up  unpaid  tax 
balances. 

After  unpaid  taxes  accrue  to  a  certain 
level  the  phone  company  is  required  to 
report  the  amount  due  to  the  IRS,  but  again, 
it  is  the  IRS  that  is  responsible  for  collec¬ 
tion,  not  the  telephone  company.  It  is  rare 
for  the  IRS  to  even  send  a  notice  of  nonpay¬ 
ment,  let  alone  initiate  procedures  to  obtain 
refused  telephone  taxes. 

Today  the  telephone  tax  is  3  percent,  but 
it  remains  a  direct  war  tax  —  and  one  that  is 
easily  refused  even  by  those  not  involved  in 
other  forms  of  tax  resistance. 

1040  resistance.  For  many  years  a  principal 
way  to  refuse  payment  of  taxes  was  to  in¬ 
tervene  directly  on  the  1040  (or  1040A  or 
1040EZ)  form.  This  could  be  done  by  claim¬ 
ing  a  symbolic  number  of  dependents  such 
as  the  entire  world’s  population,  or  the 
number  of  people  in  a  village  killed  by  the 
contras  or  the  number  of  friends  who  have 
AIDS;  claiming  a  “war  tax  deduction”  or 
credit,  often  equivalent  to  the  percentage 
one  wishes  to  refuse;  stating  on  the  return 
that  payment  has  been  made  to  an  alter¬ 
native  fund;  covering  the  return  with  com¬ 
ments  about  funding  priorities;  filing  a 
blank  return;  or  claiming  the  Fifth  Amend¬ 
ment  on  the  1040  form.  In  the  early  ’80s,  the 
IRS  began  enforcing  a  new  law  against  filing 
“frivolous  returns,”  and  today  any  of  these 
methods  would  be  almost  certain  to  bring  a 


War  II.  Because  of  witholding,  the  govern¬ 
ment  collects  billions  of  dollars  in  what  are 
essentially  interest-free  loans  —  money 
owed  millions  of  Americans  at  the  end  of 
each  tax  year.  This  form  of  collection  helps 
a  government  burdened  by  massive 
(military)  debt  and  eliminates  any  element 
of  choice  in  the  collection  of  tax  money. 

Increasing  one’s  number  of  allowances  on 
the  W-4  form  decreases  the  amount  of  tax 
money  withheld  by  one’s  employer.  To  do 
this  a  person  figures  out  what  allowances 
she  or  he  is  entitled  to  under  IRS  regulations 
and  then  how  many  additional  allowances  it 
will  take  to  withhold  the  portion  he  or  she 
wishes  not  to  pay.  Up  to  ten  allowances  are 
permitted  before  the  IRS  requires  an  addi¬ 
tional  report  from  the  employer. 

If  you  tell  your  employer  you  are  resisting 
taxes,  the  employer  is  required  to  notify  the 
IRS.  But  employers  have  no  right  to  ask 
about  your  W-4  claims.  “This  is  the  number 
of  allowances  I  have  been  advised  to  claim,” 
or  variations  on  that  theme  is  all  you  need  to 
say. 

Often  larger  institutions  have  automatic 


For  me  it  comes  out  of  wanting  all  of  the  aspects  of 
my  life  to  fit  together  into  a  whole  out  of  what  I 
believe.  And  that  includes  money  —  both  how  I  make 
it  and  what  I  do  with  it.  My  work  isn’t  part  of  the 
mainstream  economy  —  I  don’t  make  as  much  money, 
but  it’s  work  I  love.  Being  out  of  the  mainstream 
economy  makes  it  easier  to  resist  taxes;  that’s  not  a 
coincidence,  they  both  come  out  of  the  same  politics. 
For  me  tax  resistance  is  part  of  my  being  a  lesbian  —  I 
want  my  life  to  be  about  the  empowerment  of  women. 
And  tax  resistance  is  an  amazing  exercise  in  realizing 
how  much  we  can  choose:  the  kind  of  empowerent 
that  comes  from  making  choices  about  what  we’re  not 
supposed  to  make  choices  about. 

—  Myke  Johnson 


itself  can  be  another  way  to  resist  and  to 
raise  the  issues  you  are  concerned  with.  One 
tax  resister  covered  her  payment  check  with 
red  chalk  which  rubbed  off  on  each  hand 
that  touched  her  check.  Another  presented 
her  check  at  a  public  rally  written  on  the  side 
of  a  model  ICBM  missle. 

Keep  this  in  mind;  the  majority  of 
resisters  do  succeed  in  keeping  their  money 
from  going  to  the  government  for  immoral 
purposes  and  in  redirecting  it  to  community- 
based  projects.  Chances  are  the  IRS  has 
taken  much  more  expense  and  effort  to  get 
your  measly  dollars  than  you’ll  ever  end  up 
giving  them.  In  the  process,  you  have  been 
raising  issues  about  expenditures  of  your 
money,  inspiring  others,  demonstrating  that 
it  is  possible  to  take  courageous  action  to  say 
“No!”,  and  joining  a  growing  community 
of  fellow  resisters. 


publishes  the  very  useful  book  A  Guide  to 
War  Tax  Resistance  (with  yearly  updates). 
The  book  is  available  for  $9  postpaid  and  is 
also  available  through  NEWTR  and  other 
local  war  tax  resistance  groups. 

National  War  Tax  Resistance  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  (NWTRCC),  P.O.  Box  85810,  Seat¬ 
tle,  WA  98145,  206/522-4377,  is  a  good 
place  to  find  out  whom  to  contact  in  your 
area  for  information  about  tax  resistance. 
They  publish  a  helpful  pamphlet  on 
Withholding/W-4  resistance.  (Send  a  SASE 
for  one  or  a  contribution  for  multiple 
copies.) 

War  Tax  Resisters  Penalty  Fund,  c/o  N.  Man¬ 
chester  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  P.O. 
Box  25,  N.  Manchester,  IN  46962,  collects 
money  on  a  quarterly  basis  to  help  pay  the 


OO 
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I  decided  that  as  a  gay  person  I  could  not  tolerate  giv¬ 
ing  money  to  a  government  that  doesn't  recognize  my 
relationship  with  another  man.  As  a  Black  person  I 
can't  give  money  to  a  government  that  is  racist.  And  as 
an  anti-militarist  I  won't  give  my  salary  to  a  govern¬ 
ment  that’s  destroying  people.  It  is  scary  deliberately 
going  against  the  government  —  especially  living  in  a 
rural  area  without  a  lot  of  support  nearby.  But  living 
without  electricity,  growing  our  own  food  also  means 
we’re  less  dependent,  and  safer. 

—  Artih  Foster 


“frivolous  return”  fine  of  $500.  One  solu¬ 
tion  to  this  problem  now  utilized  by  many 
tax  resisters  is  controlling  the  amount  of 
taxes  withheld  by  their  employers. 

Witholding  or  W-4  resistance.  The  W-4 
form,  the  Employees’  Withholding 
Allowance  Certificate,  is  required  of  most 
employees  to  determine  how  much  federal 
tax  money  the  employer  should  withhold 
from  each  pay  check.  Like  the  phone  tax, 
withholding  was  instituted  to  pay  for  war. 
Federal  tax  collection  became  the  primary 
responsibility  of  the  employer  during  World 


payroll  deduction  into  credit  union  accounts 
—  an  easy  way  to  regularly  deduct  the 
amount  owed  for  taxes  and  to  keep  that 
money  in  one  place  before  you  send  it  to  an 
alternative  fund.  A  useful  leaflet  on 
withholding  is  available  from  NWTRCC  or 
locally  from  NEWTR.  (see  resource  list) 

Other  forms.  There  are  other  ways  people 
use  to  not  pay  anything  altogether.  Some 
folks  work  as  freelancers,  have  their  own 
businesses,  or  are  employed  as  “con¬ 
sultants.”  Others  choose  to  not  make 
enough  to  “have  to”  pay  taxes.  Some  who 
never  paid  taxes  as  students  continue  to 
claim  “exempt”  on  their  W-4.  If  you’ve 
never  filed,  the  IRS  is  much  less  likely  to  be 
aware  of  your  existance. 

Resisting  by  supporting  others  who  do. 
Importantly,  many  people  who  continue  to 
pay  taxes  support  those  who  don’t  by  help¬ 
ing  them  with  interest  and  penalties  when 
they  are  forced  to  pay  —  contributing  to  the 
penalty  fund  (see  resources),  for  example, 
or  helping  raise  money  in  other  ways. 

Payment  as  resistance.  It  is  important  to 
note  that,  though  you  may  have  penalties  or 
fines  as  well,  you  do  have  the  option  to  pay 
at  almost  any  point  in  the  process.  Payment 


RESOURCES 

New  England  War  Tax  Resistance,  (NEWTR, 
pronounced  “neuter”)  P.O.  Box  174,  MIT 
branch,  Cambridge  MA  02139, 
617/731-6139,  holds  monthly  workshops  on 
tax  resistance  (next  one:  Monday  May  7,  7 
p.m.-  —  9  p.m..,  at  the  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.,  Boston),  and  is 
eager  to  do  workshops  for  small  groups  — 
call  them  for  more  info.  This  23-year-old 
organization  is  one  of  150  or  so  nationally 
and  an  excellent  local  resource.  NEWTR 
holds  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in 
escrow  accounts,  and  has  recently  establish¬ 
ed  a  direct-giving  account  for  those  resisters 
who  want  to  give  away  all  their  refused 
taxes.  Its  Grants  and  Loans  Committee 
gives  away  interest  or  principal  to  worthy 
organizations;  other  funds  are  held  in  long¬ 
term,  low-  or  no-interest  stable  loans  for 
community  institutions. 

War  Resisters  League,  339  Lafayette  St.,  New 
York,  NY  10012,  212/228-0450  (and  other 
regional  offices).  One  of  America’s  oldest 
peace  and  civil  rights  organizations,  WRL 


fee  and  penalty  assessments  on  resisters  (not 
original  taxes).  Each  quarter  they  send  out  a 
newsletter  itemizing  the  amount  needed 
with  short  statements  by  a  number  of 
resisters  asking  for  penalty  funds,  and  other 
useful  information.  The  request  amount  is 
arrived  at  by  figuring  out  the  total  needed, 
then  dividing  by  the  number  of  current  con¬ 
tributors.  Penalty  Fund  contributors  are  a 
committed  lot:  the  response  rate  is 
something  like  90  percent!  Their  last  request 
was  for  $11.11;  generally  they  ask  for  an 
amount  close  to  that. 


I  first  became  a  tax  resister  in  the  early  '80s  while  I 
was  traveling  and  living  off  savings  or  working  in  infor¬ 
mal  jobs.  When  I  came  back  to  the  “real  job”  world,  I 
made  a  conscious  decision  to  stop  paying.  The  inspira¬ 
tion  for  resisting  really  comes  from  my  mother  who 
has  been  refusing  to  pay  her  phone  tax  since  the  Viet¬ 
nam  war,  something  I've  also  been  doing  for  about  fif¬ 
teen  years.  I  feel  that  tax  resistance  is  part  of  my  con¬ 
viction  to  take  direct  action  against  the  wrong  policies 
of  this  government,  especially  in  Central  America 
where  U.S.  intervention  has  been  so  blatant.  I  go  to  so 
many  rallies  where  speakers  talk  about  the  use  of 
"our"  tax  dollars  and  I  just  want  to  stand  up  and  say: 
"We  don't  have  to  pay  for  this!  We  do  have  a  choice 


to  say 


—  Nancy  Alach 


BY  JEREMY  GRAINGER  &  READ  WEAVER 


An  Evening  of  Poetry  with 

KATE  RUSHIN  AND  CYRUS  CASSELLS 

Kate  Rushin  is  a  Black  feminist  poet  and  winner  of  the  1989  Grolier  Poetry 
Prize.  Her  work  appears  in  numerous  anthologies  including 
Home  Girls:  A  Black  Feminist  Anthology. 

Cyrus  Cassells  is  the  author  of  two  books  of  poetry,  The  Mud  Actor  and 
Down  From  The  Houses  of  Magic  (forthcoming)  and  his  work  appears  in 
the  anthology  Under  35:  The  New  Generation  of  American  Poets. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  17  8:15  PM 

TUFTS  UNIVERSITY  CRANE  ROOM 
LOCATED  IN  PAIGE  HALL 

This  event  is  part  of  the  Tufts  Lesbian,  Gay,  and  Bisexual  Pride  Month. 

Cosponsored  by  the  African  American  Center,  the  Office  of 
Women ’s  Programs,  and  the  English  Department. 

For  further  information,  call  381-3580  or  482-0568. 


Susan  Wilson 


Friday,  April  27, 1990 
8  p.m.  Paine  Hall 

Harvard  University  behind  Science  Center 
free  parking  near  theatre 


AY 


music  &  healing 

ARDNER 


in  concert 


performing  the  piano  version  of 

A  Rainbow  Path  concert  & 

with  mandalas  6y  Qina  Nalpem  ethnic  flutes 


f  Proceeds  to  benefit  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

benefit  reception  immediately  following  sponsored  by 


V 


Harvard  AIDS  Institute  &  Women  In  Medicine 

of  the  American  Association  of  Physicians  for  Human  Rights 


t:  $15/20  door  .  accessibility:  267-0900 

Benefit  Reception:  $10/15  door 

Out-Of-Town  Ticket  Agency  (HarvardSQT).Concertcharge:497-l  1 18;  1-800-442- 
1854, Arborway  Video  (JP).NewWords(Camb.).GIad  Day  (Park  St.)  Bookstores. 


The  all-woman  Latin  American  New  Song  group 

ALTAZOR 


cultural  integrity,  musical  excellence,  and  passion  for  justice. "  -  gcn 


Saturday,  April  21 
8:00  pm  r 

Paine  Hall  ^ 


Free  parking 

Tickets;  $12.50  in  advance, 
$13.50  at  the  door 


ft  Harvard  Music  Bldg.,  behind  Science  Ctr. 

I  . 


^Tickets  at:  New  Words,  Harvard  Info.  Office- Holyoke  Ctr.,  Sandy's  Music,  Arborway  ^ 


I 


Video  (J.P.),  Wood  &  Strings,  Out-of-Town,  ConcertCharge,  TICKETRON. 
BY  MAIL:  Check  or  MC/VISA/AMEX  and  SASE  to: 
Revolutionary  Acts!,  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 


1 


|  FOR  FURTHER  INFOt  617/661-1252  J 


.  -.  ■;  V. xVt-x x x : x 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 

Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105' 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


IT’S  WEDNESDAY! 


INDIGO  at  NIGHTSTAGE 

Thurs.  April  12 
DESERT  HEARTS 
Featuring 
JESS  LEARY 
WENDY  SOBEL 
SALLY  SWEITZER 
Special  Guest 
KSENIA  MACK 
8PM 
$6.00 

Save  your  ticket  stub 
for  $2.50  off  the 
SANDY  MARTIN  Tribute  to 
Patsy  Cline  late  show 
(11  pm)  Fri.  August  13 


Sat.  April  14  . 

JANE  SIB«\gjA  \ 

.50 


unnu  uil 

sonSS 


Sun.  May  6 
LAUGH  TILL  YOU  DROP 
Women’s  Comedy  Competition 
$6.00 


Sun.  May  20 
INDIGO 

1ST  ANNIVERSARY 
JAM  PARTY 
4 -8PM 


WHAT’S 

A 

GIRL 

TO 

DG? 

INDIGO 

WEDNESDAY 

...and  visit  us  Thurs.  &  Fri.  after  work. 


INDIGO  Where  Women  /Wee:  Women 


8£3  Main  Street.  Car-ordce.  MAO2130  (6  1 7}  49~7-~7&OC 


INDIGO’S  Haiti  Wednesday8PM-1AM-Thursday4PM^AM.Frid^4PM-2AM.SabrtBy9PM-2AM 
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1*550*WQM 


BOSTON'S  ONLY  LESBIAN  1  ON  1  LINE 


CONNECTED  TO  THE  NEXT  WOMN  CALLING  IN 


THE  hHLEBOX 


1-9M-230-HUNK 


Dial 

1-900-230-HUNK 


to  leave  and  listen  from 
others  with  the  most  advanced 
technology-complete  privacy 
TRY  IT! 


1~900>999*2LUV 

Live  Instant 
Connection 
To  Other  Callers. 

One  on  One 
Available 


9b  PS*  \*H 


LIVE  CONNECTION 


,  »'e .  i' ... 


ONNEGTIONS 


S1.45/min.  More  Info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3235 


'You'll  love  it! 
Boffo!  Go!" 


Dixie  Whatley. 
WCVB-TV  si 


"The  'Les  Miz'  satire  is  perfect. . . 
it's  worth  the  whole  evening!" 
Kevin  Kelly.  Boston  Globe 

”  Explosively  tunny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik,  WBZ-TV 

DINNER/SHOW  357-8384 

AUAM  ABlV  GROUP  SATIS 

AVAILABLE  436  6444 


o°aa 

BaatD'iYa 


(S1.50  for  1st  min.) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mall  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


24  HOUR  LIVE  ACTION! 

I *900*999*8500 

Just  75t  a  minute 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 


HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

_ 


Abortion 

Continued  from  page  7 

The  Guam  legislation  outlaws  abortion 
unless  the  woman’s  life  is  in  danger  or  if 
continued  pregnancy  “would  gravely  impair 
the  health”  of  the  woman  in  the  opinion  of 
two  doctors,  subject  to  examination  by  a 
peer  review  committee.  The  legislation 
would  also  make  it  a  crime  for  anyone  to 
give  information  about  how  to  obtain  an 
abortion,  for  a  woman  to  seek  an  abortion, 
and  for  a  doctor  to  perform  the  procedure. 
Since  the  law  grants  protection  beginning  at 
conception,  some  forms  of  birth  control 
could  also  be  banned,  including  the  use  of 
an  IUD,  which  can  prevent  the  implantation 
of  a  fertilized  ovum. 

The  21 -member  territorial  legislature 
[Guam  has  one  legislative  body]  passed  the 
measure  unanimously  March  8,  a  day  after 
Catholic  archbishop  Tony  Aperon  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  would  excommunicate 
anyone  who  voted  against  the  law.  Of  the  21 
legislators,  20  are  Catholic,  as  is  Guam’s 
governor.  The  Attorney  General,  Elizabeth 
Barrett  Anderson,  had  issued  an  opinion 


that  the  bill  was  unconstitutional  before  the 
vote. 

Two  days  after  Republican  Governor 
Joseph  Ada  signed  the  bill  into  law  on 
March  19,  ACLU  lawyer  Janet  Benshoof 
was  arrested  under  the  solicitation  provision 
of  the  new  law.  She  informed  women  at  a 
rally  that  they  could  obtain  an  abortion  in 
Hawaii,  and  read  the  listings  of  abortion  ser¬ 
vices  from  the  Hawaiian  Yellow  Pages. 
Within  a  few  days  the  ACLU  filed  a  com¬ 
plaint  to  block  the  law.  Barrett-Anderson 
subsequently  dropped  the  charges  because, 
according  to  her  office,  a  complaint  filed  by 
the  ACLU  is  considered  to  be  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  test  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  new 
law. 

In  response  to  the  ACLU  complaint,  a 
federal  judge  on  the  island,  Alex  Munson, 
issued  a  temporary  restraining  order  against 
enforcement  of  the  law  until  May  8.  The  law 
will  now  be  subject  to  a  hearing.  If  it  is 
judged  unconstitutional,  either  the  ter¬ 
ritorial  government  or  any  group  who  has 
an  interest  in  the  law  could  appeal  it.  The 
appeal  would  be  considered  in  the  9th  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  California,  and 
could  next  be  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 

The  ACLU  complaint  was  filed  on  behalf 
of  a  woman  who  is  8  weeks  pregnant, 
“Maria  Doe,’’  the  Guam  Society  of 
Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists,  the  Guam 
Nurses  Association,  an  Episcopal  priest,  a 
Jewish  woman,  and  a  number  of  physicians. 
The  complaint  argues  that  the  law  violates 
the  right  to  free  speech,  equal  protection, 
due  process,  freedom  of  religion,  freedom 
of  association,  privacy,  and  the  right  to 
make  personal  reproductive  decisions.  “As 
the  law  now  stands,”  said  Wethersfield,  “it 
is  completely  unconstitutional  because  it  is 
in  complete  contradiction  to  Roe  v.  Wade.” 

□ 
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□  MANN  HUNT  -  Hot  one  -on-one  Action 
Q  TALKS  LIVE  -  with  up  to  8  hot  men 

□  HEMATCH  -  For  the  men  of  your  choice 
O  H  ECO  HD  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box  | 

□  RETHIEVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
have  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

□  HEAR-  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATCH  »  MATE 


For  that  meaningful 
Relationship 


Voice  Moil  Box  1-900-820-8025 


0.75  CM  par  nSn.  1 .50  fkst  mn. 


Live  Action  1-900-999-MANN 


Call  Free  (2131  626-9710 


6  2  6  6 

0.96  par  irtn. 


tou.  charges  imv  be  apajcasle  guaranteed  comcctkm  ant*  bus>  cauers  must  at  urre.  or  older 


CONI 


TALKING  PERSONAL 
ADS  ARRANGED  BY 
AREA  CODE 


MEN  FOR  MEN 


sssr-  f  (900)  234*3500  fl°®s 


HANG  OUT 


RECORD  YOUR  OWN  AD  AND  OPEN  UP  A  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  INSTANTLY! 
LISTEN  TO  LOCAL  ADS  IN  YOUR  AREA  •  MEET  MEN  IN  YOUR  AREA  NOW! 
RECEIVE  MESSACES  IN  YOUR  OWN  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  TONIGHT! 


YOU  DIAL  IN 
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WHERE  THE 
GUYS  ARE! I 


N.  -  9 


f  skOQ0  ' 


©COPYRIGHT  1990  REAL  PEOPLE,  L 
•YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER- 
•PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT 


PRIVATE 

DISCREET 


MEET 

LOCAL 

MEN 


GMS 


SELECTIONS' 


1-900-370-2266 

Sl.iX)  per  minute. 


tr.  5  •'  <  i 


liang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  “voice  personals"  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  cal!  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gav 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


Try  our  new  demo  number:  617-262-7272 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  10  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
t  .  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

LWF.  40,  non-smoker,  wants  to  meet  other  LFs  who  en¬ 
joy  outdoors,  pets,  quiet,  music,  no  drugs.  New  Bed- 
ford.  GCN  Box  388. _ (39) 

SM 

Boston-based  bear  novice  looking  to  expand  experience 
and  push  limits.  Interested  top  men  looking  for  self- 
contained  scenes  with  eager,  la(e-20s  SM  dabbler,  please 
respond  to  GCN  Box  358. _ (38) 

FENS  ATTACKS!! 

Since  January,  1990  at  least  8  men  have  been  brutally  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  Fens  neighborhood  both  in  and  around  the 
park.  Don't  walk  alone!  Anyone  with  information  to 
help  in  the  investigation  should  contact  Detective  Har¬ 
rington  at  Area  D  at  247-4683  or  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center’s  Victim  Recovery  Program  (VRP)  at 
267-0900.  Confidentiality  assured  with  VRP. _ (40) 

GAY  &  ALONE? 

ComQuest  offers  an  inexpensive  computer  matching  ser¬ 
vice  for  gay  men.  There  is  no  need  to  be  alone!  Call  for  a 
free  information  packet  I -800-633 -6969  anytime.  (45) 

WOMEN!!!! 

Finally,  a  women's  dating  service.  Owned  and  operated 
exclusively  by  women  for  women.  Now  in  the  New 
England  area,  call  today:  Sapphire  Dreams, 

1-800-244-9298. _ (38) 

SOLO  SEX:  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 
Learn  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms 
(without  physical  stimulation).  Maximum  Intensity  and 
Potency,  Altered  Sexual  States.  Physical,  mental  health 
through  ecstatic  self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by 
recognized  authority.  Detailed  instructions,  illustra¬ 

tions,  208  pages.  $16.95  to  TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Air- 
port  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN,  Mobile,  Al.  36608.  (38) 

INTELLIGENT  STUD 

WM  53  5’ 11  chunky  smooth  good  looking  seeks  steady 
greek-active  lover  companion  18-33  with  good  mind  and 
body  to  share  bed,  home,  life.  No  reciprocation.  No 
drugs.  BMC,  Box  2817,  Boston,  MA  02101 _ (38) 

KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN  per¬ 
sonals  are  a  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  understand 
that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  FLAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GAY  MEN'S  SUPPORT  GROUP 

Starts  Tuesday,  April  17  or  24  in  Porter  Square,  Cambridge, 
7:30pm.  $30  per  evening.  8  week  minimum  commitment.  Call 
661-5835. _ (38) 


SOLO  SEX  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 

Leant  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms  (without 
physical  stimulation).  Maximum  Intensity  and  Potency, 
Altered  Sexual  States.  Phsyical,  mental  health  through  ecstatic 
self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by  recognized  authority. 
Detailed  instructions,  illustrations,  208  pages.  $16.95  to 
TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Airport  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN, 
Moblie,  Al.  36608. _ (38) 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186.  1-800-248-2875.  (43) 


Housing  Paralegal 

Legal  Services  Center 

We  are  opening  our  search  for  a  Housing 
Paralegal.  The  Center  is  a  clinical  place¬ 
ment  for  Harvard  Law  School  and  a 
neighborhood  law  center. 

Housing  experience  and/or  Spanish 
speaking  ability  a  plus.  Excellent  benefits. 
Salary  DOE.  Send  resumes  to:  Victoria 
Read,  Legal  Services  Center,  3529 
Washington  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130. 

People  of  color,  gay  men  and  lesbians  encouraged  to 
apply.  Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20< 
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42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


PERSONAL-HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  O  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  D  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  1 0°7o  $ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ 

31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now  .  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $- 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $. 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 

_ inches  x  $15  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 
(617)  424-I96S 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 
MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


WOMEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Explore  &  expand  your  relationship 
to  yourself  &  others. 

Adult  children  of  alcoholics  & 
dysfunctional  family  issues 
will  be  included. 

CHERYL  A.  PROCACCINI,  LICSW 
The  Delphi  Center  of  North  Quincy  (on  Redline) 

(617)  786-0137 

(ind.  &  couple  therapy  also  available) 


MA  DEPT  of  PUBLIC  HEALTH  Seeks: 
Coordinator  —  Data  Base  Mgt  &  Public  Info 
Mid-Level  Programmer 
Programmer/Research  Asst 

Meaningful  Work-Good  Colleagues-Boston 
Coordinator:  for  five  person  computer  support  and 
info  unit  responsible  for  managing  large  health- 
related  data  bases,  statistical  support  program¬ 
ming,  for  federal  grants,  overseeing  LAN 
maintenance,  desktop  publishing,  hard¬ 
ware/software  acquisition  and  vendor  review,  and 
data  request  responses.  Extensive  user/research 
support  and  programming  project  management  ex¬ 
perience  required  with  experience  in  (some):  net¬ 
work  syst.  analysis  (token  ring  topology,  Novell 
386  netware),  communications  hardware,  C, 
Assembler,  Cobol,  Fortran,  E-mail,  graphics, 
w.p.,  relational  data  base  technology.  Salary 
dependent  on  exp.  ($32K  Base) 

Mid-level  programmer  with  good  micro  skills,  some 
mainframe.  Knows  C,  Assembler,  Cobol,  Fortran. 
MS-Windows,  character-based  Windows,  network¬ 
ing,  desirable.  $28K  Base  plus  experience. 

SAS  programmer/research  assistant-  must  know  OS/- 
JCL  with  micro  and  mianframe  for  federal  pro¬ 
jects  in  occupational  health,  injuries,  AIDS.  Ap- 
prx.  $  19/hr  —  no  benefits. 

Send  cover  letter,  detailed  resume,  3  references, 
and  salary  requirements  to:  BHSR&E/MDPH, 

Att:  Adm.  Dir.,  150  Tremont  St.  5th  FI.  Boston 
MA  02111 

Substantive  background/interest  in  biostatistics 
and  public  health  preferred. 

AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  EQUAL  OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY  EMPLOYER 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 

“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


jcrcif  seffoouro. 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

I  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


CC 


JJ 


STOP  SMOKING 
SUPPORT  GROUP 

meeting  every  Friday  night 
6:0Gpm  —  7:00pm 

Harvard  Community  Health  Plan 
147  Milk  Street,  3rd  Floor 
Boston.  Massachusetts 


Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 

at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 


an 


■m 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


fundraisers/benefits,  cocktail  parties, 
formal  dinners,  business  functions, 
joining/union  ceremonies 

Coordinating  the  perfect  occasion 
from  start  to  finish. 

(508)  689-0127 


For  sale 

SELLING  111 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week ! _ 

Ever  buy  a  piece  of  exercise  equipment  in  the  hopes  that 
you  would  use  it?  I  did.  Now  I’m  moving  and  1  have  this 
really  nice  weight  bench  that’s  almost  never  been  used. 
New  it  cost  $250  but  I’m  letting  it  go  for  $100  or  best 
offer.  Not  interested?  How  about  an  amazing  hammock 
stand  from  L.L.  Bean.  Only  $25!  Call  Jennie  at 
426-4469  (d)  or  524-1390  (eves). 

12"  DONKEY  DICK 

If  you  like  em  huge  you’ll  love  “Gary  Griffin’s  confid 
report  on  penis  enlargement  methods.”  Discover  50 
horsehung  celebs  (ch4),  the  world’s  5  largest  cocks 
(p27),  how  3  doctors  enlarged  their  cocks  (p71),  the 
shocking  Tibetan  Monk  cock  enlargement  ritual  (p64), 
how  Sudanese  Arabs  “grow”  10”  penises  (p59),  how 
you  can  gain  1”  in  4  mo  &  much  much  more.  Full  of  pix 
of  hugely  hung  men.  Send  14.95  to  “Added  Dimen¬ 
sions”  4216  Beverly  Blvd.  Suite  262,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90004.  7  day  money  back  guarantee.  Clip  this  ad  w/ 
order  for  free  photo  of  Mr,  12”.  (GCN) _ (38) 

EVERETT/MALDEN  LINE 

Two-bedroom  corner  unit,  modern  kitchen,  bath,  a/c, 
d/w,  w/w.  Good  investment.  Present  rent  800.00  per 
month.  Low  fee,  deeded  parking.  Asking  $108,500. 
628-3273.  _ (39) 


H 


ELP  WANTED 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $  1 80,  Call  73 1  -6228. _ (38) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  for  Large  Antique  Colonial  House  in  Groton. 
Washer/Dryer,  Fireplace;  Yard,  Hdwood  Firs.  On 
Commuter  Rail,  Convenient  to  all  areas.  Drug/alcohol 
free  home.  Moderate  smoker  okay.  $400/mo.  (508) 
4  4-8—  2  2  8  9 

_ (37) 

S  DYKES  IN  jP 

Collective  lesbian  household  seeks  LF  over  25  to  share 
irreverance  fashion  intervention  and  apple  pancakes. 
Feminists  vegetarians  activists.  Spacious  home  near 
green  and  orange  Ts,  pond  and  great  ice  cream.  Rent  a 
mere  241.67-plus.  All  this  and  more.  Call  Today: 
524-0821, _ (38) 

GREAT  COOP  HOUSE  SEEKS  3  FtM, 
any  age,  race,  affectional  preference.  Move  in  date  flexi¬ 
ble  but  prefer  by  6/1.  8  bedroom  beautiful  spacious 
house  and  garden.  Now  4F/4M  ages  31-57.  Share 
chores,  vegetarian  meals,  house  meetings.  Nonsmoking. 
For  10  years  we’ve  lived  safely  and  harmoniously  in 
Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester.  Near  T.  $250  plus  $50 
utils.  265-7479.  _ (38) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  wantei 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  "Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


SMOKE-FREE  LF  FOR  CAMB/BELMONT 

Cozy  2  BR  apt  nice  neighborhood.  Near  T,  parking. 
Laundry  in  building.  Rem  $300  incl  heat,  hw.  No  pets, 
sorry.  Call  864-43 14.  Leave  message. _ (38) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

INMAN  SQICAMBRIDGE 

LF  plus  two  cats  seek  warm,  independent  28-plus  GM  or 
LF.  Spacious  6  room,  sunny  apt  with  fireplace  and 
porch;  near  T.  $400-plus.  Short  term  or  part  time 
welcome.  No  smoking,  drugs,  or  more  pets  please. 
868-1553. _ (38) 

SOMERVILLE  TEELE  SQ. 

LF  26-plus  wanted  for  spacious  sun-filled  5rm  apt. 
Quiet,  close  to  public  trans.  Please,  no  smoke,  pets  or 
drugs.  Call  628-3216,  leave  message.  $2S0-plus, _ (38) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Latino  GM,  38,  looking  for  roommate  to  share  small  < 
2bdrm  apart,  $385,  dost  to  T.  You  preferably  African- 
American  or  Latino  but  not  a  must.  Call  after  7pm  (617) 
983-0959 _ (38) 

3LF  wanted  to  share  4  bed  house  with  1  LF.  Large  yard, 
security  system,  driveway  parking.  No  pets.  W  &  D.  Call 
329-1073  in  Dedham. _ (38) 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  T-access.  Allston  1st  fl.  apt.  Lg. 
Bedroom,  friendly,  fun,  storage,  $333-plus,  254-2025. 
Available  immediately. _ (39) 

21.  I  GM  seeking  4th  for  inexpensive,  spacious,  sunny 
Watertown  apartment.  Stable,  independent,  have  1  cat, 
this  may  be  enough.  Cigs,  light  booze,  no  drugs.  Near 
buses,  $200.00-plus.  1st  and  1  '/i  security.  Starting  April 
1st.  926-8258.  926-0037 _ (38) 

2LF’s  and  1  BiF  seek  another  for  sunny,  spacious  Porter 
Sq.  home.  No  smokers,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  We  have 

1  cat,  $350-plus.  491-4005. _ (38) 

TEELE  SQUARE  SOMERVILLE 

2  Lesbians  and  cats  seek  1  female  roommate  for  6  room 

apt.  10  min  walk  to  Davis  “T”  stop.  No  cigs.  Avail  5/1. 
628-7517, _ (38) 

Newton,  Upper  Falls.  LF  looking  to  share  two  bedroom 
apt.  Large  bedroom  available.  Cat  OK.  $350.00  heat 
and  utilities  included.  Call  969-7939, _ (38) 

Independent,  friendly,  political  household  in  Cambridge 
seeks  4th  woman  25-plus.  Semi-veg.  No  pets,  drugs, 

smoke.  Avail.  April  1st.  Cheap  rent,  497-7828. _ (38) 

3  LF  seek  4th  Belmont  4BR,  spacious  hardwood  floors, 

fireplace,  off-street  parking,  bus-line.  25-plus  friendly 
independent,  no  smoke,  no  drugs.  $280-plus.  Sara  or 
Sandy  484-8527. _ (38) 

Lesbian  Roommate  wanted  for  friendly,  tidy,  small, 
cute,  inexpensive  (275  inc  ht  &  hw)  household  in  Som. 
nr.  Camb.  Flexible,  comfortable  envir.  with  one  other 
lesbian  and  cat.  Great  for  modest  income  artist,  activist, 
student,  or  young  person.  628-0614. _ (38) 

WOBURN 
20  MIN  FROM  BOSTON 

Roommate  wanted  non-smoker,  prefer  someone  in  a 
12-stcp  program.  Rent  $300  includes  heat  and  utilities. 
Call  932-6318. _ (39) 

LOFT  SPACE 

3  GF  and  cat  seek  4th  for  artist's  household.  Your  room 
900  sq.  ft.,  18  ft.  ceilings,  hardwood  floors,  wood- 
burning  stove.  $357/mo  plus  key  fee.  Share  kitchen  and 
bath.  No  drugs,  heavy  drinking.  542-0024  _  (40) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

G  epic  seeks  roommate  for  bdrm  avail.  May  1,  in  5  rm. 
apt .  near  T,  w  J,  $375.00  (util  incl.),  call  776- 1487  (40) 

LF  to  share  sunny  2BR  Dorchester  apt  near  T  and 
stores,  l’cts  are  fine,  smoking  isn’t.  $275-325  incl 
utilities.  Call  265-4258.  Available  May. _ (39) 

LF  looking  for  2  or  3  LFs  interested  in  renting  a  house  in 
the  Somerville-Lexington-Arlington  area.  Looking  to 
move  June  1st.  Let’s  get  together  now.  Shemeah 
776-0303. _ (39) 

INMAN  SQICAMBRIDGE 

LF  plus  two  cats  seek  warm,  independent  28-plus  GM  or 
LF.  Spacious  6  room,  sunny  apt  with  fireplace  and 
porch;  near  T.  $400-plus.  Short  term  or  part  time 
welcome.  No  smoking,  drugs,  or  more  pels  please. 
868  1553. _ (37) 

A  PARTMENTS 

SHORT  TERMIPART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  3 7  otters  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF-  M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  lease  message _ (41) 

\a  cations 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown  Har¬ 
bor.  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most  rooms 
prisate  bath,  7  Winthrop  Street,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657,  (508)487-0094.  _ (38) 


\a  cations 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper^ _ (18.24) 

A  place  to  stay  in  historic  Santa  Fe  charming  adobe 
guesthouse  hideaway  equipped  cozy  Fireplace.  Week- 
end,  weekly,  monthly  rates.  (505)982-6815. _ (39) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 

P 

The  hot  head!  Vini  gay  rock  war  starz  attack  $10.00,  11 
prints  Mell  V.  Green,  P.O.  Box  422,  Boston,  MA  02199. 

Brochure  $1.25.  Cash,  stamps,  barter. _ 

GAY  MEN  OF  AA  -  FIRST  HAND 
Accounts.  New  release!  $12.95  plus  $1.30  S  &  H.  27  per¬ 
sonal  recovery  stories.  The  Other  Publishing  Company, 
P.O.  Box  2151,  Dept  21,  San  Diego,  CA  92112.  Write 
for  free  catalog  of  recovery  material. _ (38) 

North  Bi  Northwest,  an  exciting  feminist  newsletter  of¬ 
fering  insightful  analysis  of  bisexual  issues.  $10/year. 
North  Bi  Northwest,  PO  Box  30645,  Greenwood  Sta- 
tion,  Seattle,  WA  98103  0645.  (206)  783-7987,  (38) 

SOLO  SEX.  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 
Learn  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms 
(without  physical  stimulation).  Maximum  Intensity  and 
Potency,  Altered  Sexual  States.  Physical,  mental  health 
through  ecstatic  self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by 
recognized  authority.  Detailed  instructions,  illustra¬ 
tions,  208  pages.  $16.95  to  TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Air- 
port  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN,  Mobile.  Al.  36608.  (38) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10, _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 


GAYELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc  .  etc  ( area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
noles  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4  50;  Alabama  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticut  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia  Maine  Maryland  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization  or  tor  further  information  send 
stamped  self  addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contacf  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels' 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
1 8th  St.  NW,  Washington.  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/ year  sub  S6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS.  526  Castro.  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
(ex) _ 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S..  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions;  $15  U.S. ,  $18  Canada.  $25  institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW. 
Wellesley  Women's  Research  Center.  Wellselev,  MA 
02I8L _ (ex) 
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BLACKiOUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black /Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219.  _ (ex) 


Q 


RGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  F.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018  _ (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ (16) 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
1  handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343, 242-0772.  _ 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 

"™iF?ou  want  peace, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


‘d  like  to  submit  my  name  to  your  prisoners 
seeking  friends  list.  I’m  31  and  tired  of  the 
games  inside  these  walls.  I’m  looking  for  a  more 
lasting  friendship.  Cindy  JOHNSON,  110615, 
Box  11492,  MBCC-SHU,  Oklahoma  City  OK 
73136. 


Gay  male,  30,  sensitive,  shy  but  very  pas¬ 
sionate,  looking  for  gay  man  interested  in 
sparking  (lighting)  up  a  possible  friendship/-  S 
relationship.  I  like  to  read,  swim,  jog,  listen  to 

I  music  (classic  rock  n  roll).  Richard  LOETHEN, 

EF-130438  '  " -  ~ -  “  ‘ 

30499 


M4-22/2-SMU,  Reidsville  GA 


HABLA  ESPANOL? 

Hi,  I’m  a  Black  Cuban  Gay  male  and  would  like 
to  make  friends  with  other  gays.  Would  prefer 
people  who  write  and  read  Spanish  as  my 
English  isn’t  very  good.  But  English  ok  too. 
Luis  CHARLES,  393536  (Cell  M-l-S-8),  Box 
747,  Starke  FL  32091. 


PRISON  ISSUE 


The  prison  issue  of  New  Studies  on  the  Left  isl" 
EXCELLENT  on  political  issues  about  imprison¬ 
ment  and  ‘criminal  justice’!  If  you’re  interested 
in  the  struggle  against  prisons,  send  for  this' 
issue.  Send  a  few  bucks  if  you  can,  or  free  if  you 
can't  afford  it.  Write:  Saxifrage  Publishing,  1484 
Wicklow  Blvd,  Boulder  CO  80303. 


B CONVICTIONS,  a  magazine  of  poetry,  art,  fiction, 
_  news,  law  analysis  and  more;  by  and  for  prisoners  and 
I  their  people.  Comes  out  4  times  a  year.  S8/year  for 
■  prisoners.  Write:  Convictions,  Box  1749,  Corvallis  OR 

PRISONER-WRITERS:  Stories  needed!!! 
j  A  new  publication  of  prisoner  news  and  stories  wants 
i  to  hear  from  YOU!  Please  send  any  artwork,  articles, 
j  letters  and  poems,  or  whatever  you  have  to  say  to 
!  other  prisoners  and  to  people  outside  who  are  suppor- 
i  ting  prisoners.  Send  to;  Prison  News  Service,  c/o 
I  Bulldozer,  PO  Box  5052  Stn  A,  Toronto  Ontario 
jCanada  MSW  IW4.  REMEMBER:  Canadian  postage  is 

B30  cents  (not  25)  for  the  first  ounce.  IF  THESE 
.PRISONER  SUPPORT  MAGS  DON'T  GET  LETTERS 
[AND  IDEAS  FROM  PRISONERS,  THEY  HAVE  TO 
j  STOP  PUBLISHING,  SO  WRITE  THEM!!!!! 

J(Most  of  their  distribution  is  in  the  United  States,  so 
■  don’t  worry  about  the  Canadian  address.) 


|NAMBLA  (North  American 
5  Man/Boy  Love  Association)  Bulletins 
I  free  to  persons  imprisoned  for  sex 
with  minors.  Contact  Rock  Thatcher, 
4730  E.  Indian  School  Road 
(120-263),  Phoenix  AZ  85018. 


I’m  doing  2  yrs  (non-violent)  and  am  very  lone¬ 
ly  and  affectionate  and  looking  for  some  con¬ 
tact  with  someone  in  the  outside  world  through 
letters.  Hopefully  to  establish  a  lasting  friend¬ 
ship.  I‘m  35,  dark  brown  clear  complexion, 
wavy  hair  and  mustash.  Robert  WOODWARD, 
107-256,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. _ 

Hispanic  male,  trim,  seeks  correspondence, 
friendship  and  possible  love  to  anyone  who 
feels  confident  enough  to  write  a  man  when  he’s 
at  his  lowest.  Will  write  anyone.  Elvin  RAMOS, 
86A  376,  Box  51,  Comstock  NY  1282L 


GM,  24,  seeks  long  term  relationship  with 
sincere  caring  male.  I’m  studying  as  a  paralegal. 
No  games  and  no  prisoners,  please.  James  J. 
RE1NKE,  23,238,  ICIO  A-l-212,  Hospital  Dr. 
North  No. 23,  Orofino  ID  83544. 


I'm  from  Minnesota  and  with  no  family  or 
friends  who  care  down  here.  I  do  not  want  peo¬ 
ple  to  send  money.  I  only  want  them  to  write 
and  maybe  if  that  special  person  will  write  it  wil 
turn  into  something  special  for  the  two  of  us.  I 
enjoy  most  all  music,  bike  riders,  animals  and 
being  alone  with  the  one  that  touches  my  heart. 
David  McMONIGAL,  155475,  Box  66,  Cap- 
shaw  AL  35742. 


THis  is  NOT  a  sex  ad.  29  yr  old  gay  male,  200 
lbs,  6’6”,  seeks  mature,  quiet  gay  male  in¬ 
terested  in  long  term  monogamous  relationship. 
I  like  dogs  and  vegetable  gardening  and  would 
like  to  have  children  in  the  future.  Education  is 
in  biochemistry.  Peter  BARRAN,  Box  466, 
Gardner  MA  01440. 


29  yr  old  Greek  Orthodox  male  seeking  per¬ 
sonal  gay  friend  who  I  can  really  communicate 
with.  Not  looking  for  financial  support  nor 
wish  to  play  games.  Out  of  here  in  Dec  ’91 .  No 
prisoners,  please.  Steven  PAPPAS,  87A  9284, 
Box  2000,  Pine  City  NY  14871 . 


I  am  gay  and  would  like  to  correspond  with  so¬ 
meone  from  the  free  world  who  has  a  sense  of 
humor  and  some  emotions  and  an  open  mind 
that  can  talk  to  me  on  any  level.  Love  to  read 
and  write.  Please  write.  Glen  RONDLE, 
288933,  Eastham,  PO  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851 


/  have  looked  everywhere  for  a  gay  person  to 
write  as  a  penpal.  /  would  like  to  keep  in  touch 
with  gays,  in  prison  or  out.  Thank  you  very  \ 
much,  Charlie  Ear!  MARTIN,  21057-92,  Box  | 
137,  Tillery  NC  27887 _ 

It  is  very  lonely  in  this  human  warehouse, 
especially  for  gays.  /  am  30,  love  to  write  1 
poetry  and  letters.  If  you  could  please  publish 
an  ad  and  let  me  receive  your  mag,  /  would  be 
greatful.  Bobby  JOHNSON,  W959-OC,  Rt  /  [ 

Box  36,  Jackson  NC  27845. _ 

Hello  I'm  a  19  yr  old  prisoner,  very  lonely,  very 
gay.  I  just  wanted  to  write  someone  because  / 'm 
depressed.  /  have  very  soft  toned  skin  and  / 
hope  you  can  help  me  find  a  friend  to  write.  (I 
can't  write  other  prisoners.)  Steven  HOOD, 
A-291 195-20/274,  Box  221.  Raiford  El  32083. 

I'm  a  black  gay  male  and  /  love  white  gays. 
They're  very  sexy.  /  love  whatever  pleases  my 
lover.  II  rite  me  as  soon  as  possible.  Donald 
SNIPES.  128892  IE-6- 10).  Box  56.  Elmore  AL 
36025,  v _ 

I've  written  once  Ian  ad)  and  /  feel  like  a  dunce. 
Good  looking  G 1/  to  be  released  soon.  So 
become  my  Cinderfella  but  writing  this  Della. 
Allan  TI  TTLE.  79A  3847,  Box  51,  Comstock 
\  >  12821. 


people.  Also  love  to  travel.  I  would  very  much 
like  to  have  a  penpal.  Boyd  HIGGIN¬ 
BOTHAM,  87442  (N-2-B),  Rt  2  Box  75,  Homer 
LA  71040. 


Noble  Italian  male  looking  for  a  friend.  I  love 
to  read,  draw,  and  compose  poems.  I’m  active 
in  most  sports.  Sam  COI.ABIANCHI,  187-663, 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Gay  man,  31,  seeks  other  gay  men  for  cor¬ 
respondence  with  possible  friendship  to  develop 
in  the  future.  Gerald  MISTICH,  BC0933,  Box 
244,  Graterford  PA  19426. 


The  issues  of  GCN  you  send  me  make  me  feel  so 
HAPPY!  And  they  are  so  informative  (info  you 
don’t  get  anywhere  eLse!)  How  do  I  go  about 
putting  a  penpal  ad  in  your  paper?  Does  it  cost 
money?  I’d  like  to  write  to  someone  about  the 
gay  life  and  what’s  on  our  minds.  Jason 
AKERS,  47467,  Box  107,  Ellsworth  KS  67439. 


GM  seeking  correspondence  with  other  GMs. 
Must  be  honest  and  sincere.  Dwayne  CHAP- 
PELL,  866376,  Box  473,  Weslville  IN  46391 
I’m  25,  gentle  and  cute.  I  like  poetry  and  music 
(rock)  and  I  would  love  to  hear  from  anyone 
willing  to  write  me.  Lawrence  CONCHIN, 
1689,  2500  Westgate,  Pendleton  OR  97801. 


1 4  Saturday 

Boston  □  Act  Up/Boston.  Die-in  to  demand  that 
physicians  treat  the  brain  infection  PML.  At  Deaconess 
Hospital.  Longwood  Ave.  4:30-6pm.  For  info  49-ACTUP. 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  presents 
Massage  for  Health  and  Wellness.  At  The  Center.  228 
Newbury  St.  rm  203.  I0am-6pm.  $5.  For  more  info 
267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  “Mothers  and  Others:  A  Cabaret 
About  Sexuality,  Motherhood  and  Choice".  A 

benefit  performance  for  Community  Works  featuring 
Debra  Wise.  At  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $6-$  1 2.  For  more  info  423-9555. 

1 5  Sunday 

Newton  □  Lesbian?  Pregnant?.  Support  group  for 
pregnant  lesbians  and  their  partners.  For  info  964-4480. 

Lowell  □  GMV:  Gay  in  the  Merrimack  Valley 

Monthly  potluck.  At  First  Grace  Church.  225  Stedman  St. 
6-9:30pm.  For  info  (508)  452-4686. 


9  Monday  □ 
“Looking  for 
Langston”  and 
“Tongues  Untied.” 

Two  films  about  Black 
gay  male  identity.  At 
MIT,  rm  66-110.  25 
Ames  St.  7  &  9pm.  $2 
donation. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet  Listings  must  be  typed.  No  phone  calls, 
please! 

7  Saturday 

Boston  □  A  Clean  and  Sober  Dance.  Sponsored  by 
The  Boston  Sound  Machine  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  At  The  Y.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm.  $5  for  info 
846-9061. 

Hampton,  NH  □  Dance  and  Auction  Fundraiser. 

2nd  annual  auction  to  benefit  NH  Pride,  6-8:30pm.  Dance 
Party,  8:30pm.  $6  for  dance.  For  more  info  (603) 
424-6053. 

Cambridge  □  Lisa  Sette  and  Janet  Kyle.  Art  exhibit 
4/6-S/4.  At  The  Gallery  at  Indigo.  823  Main  St.  For  info 
783-0212. 

8  Sunday 

Boston  □  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Committee  to 
Reelect  Byron  Rushing.  Reception  and  fundraiser.  At 
the  home  of  Michael  Cronin.  279  Shawmut  Ave.,  apt. I. 
4-7pm.  For  info  425-1553. 


Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807. 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth  21 
and  under.  Meets  1st  and  third  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 
4/11  "Bisexuality  and  Being  in  the  Closet  within  Straight 
and  Les/Gay  Communities"  4/18  "Taxation  without 
Representation". 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 


Saturday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol  free.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7- 1 0pm  $2 
donation.  The  third  Saturday  of  the  month. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Boston  Healing  Circle.  All  are  welcome. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  info  731-9584. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202K.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  meets 
for  worship  and  fellowship  at  131  Cambridge  Street.  7pm. 
437-0420. 


Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together,  Boston. 

Discussion  on  "The  Interracial  Future  of  Gay  Boston." 
At  Phillips  Brooks  House/Harvard  University.  I -5pm.  For 
info  266-4378. 

9  Monday 

Boston  □  Celebration  '90:  Gay  Games  III.  General 
meeting  for  Team  Boston.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury 
St.  8pm.  For  info  288-1606. 

Cambridge  □  “Looking  for  Langston”  and 
“Tongues  Untied".  Two  films  about  black  gay  male 
identity.  At  MIT,  rm  66-110.  25  Ames  St.  7  &  9pm.  $2 
donation.  For  info  253-3599. 

1 0  T uesday 

Boston  □  Healing  Services.  For  People  with  AIDS, 
friends,  family  sponsored  by  The  Ecumenical  Task  Force 
on  AIDS.  At  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul.  138  Tremont 
St.  7:30pm.  For  info  628-7665. 

1 1  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch. 

12:30pm.  For  info  725-3562. 

12  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Desert  Hearts,  An  Acoustical  Pop 

Trio.  With  special  guests  Ksenia  Mack.  At  Indigo.  823 
Main  St.  8pm.  $6.  For  more  info  497-7200. 

13  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arling¬ 
ton  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  .77  Geomantela.  A  group  exhibition  recognizing 
the  20th  anniversary  of  Earth  Day.  At  Alchemie  Gallery. 
286  Congress  St.  I -6pm.  For  more  info  542-4016. 

Medford  □  Tufts  Gay  Dance.  Dress  "creative",  semi- 
formal.  At  Tufts  University,  McPhie  Pub.  I0pm-2am.  For 
info  381-3580. 


16  Monday 

Boston  □  Tax  Day  March.  March  to  protest  taxes, 
political  theatre,  food,  music.  Meet  at  Statehouse. 
10:30am.  For  more  info  451-3389,  731-6139. 

1 7  T uesday 

Medford  □  An  Evening  of  Poetry  with  Kate  Rushin 
and  Cyrus  Cassells.  At  Tufts  University,  Crane  rm. 
8:15pm.  For  info  381-3580. 

1 8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  &  Bisexual 
Veterans.  Monthly  membership  meeting.  At  The 
Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  info 
723-8127. 

1 9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Names  Project/Boston.  Quilting  Bee, 
supplies  provided.  At  The  Arlington  St.  Church.  6-9pm. 
For  info  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Concert  Dance  Company  of  Boston 

"Race,”  "The  Vital  Boulevard  of  Love,"  "Bodily  Parts," 
"Low  Shoulders."  At  Sargent  Dance  Studio.  I  University 
Rd.  Shows  4/19-21:  8pm.  2/22:  3pm.  $12.  For  info 
661-0237. 

20  Friday 

Cambridge  □  Laura  Wetzler. 

Singer/songwriter/guitarist.  At  Modern  Times  Cafe.  134 
Hampshire  St.  9pm.  $6.  For  info  354-8371. 

Providence  □  Ruby  Slippers  Ball.  To  benefit  Rl  Pro¬ 
ject  AIDS.  Creative  attire  suggested.  At  Roger  Williams 
Casino.  8pm- 1 2am.  $10,  $12  at  door.  For  info  (401) 
831-5522. 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 

town.  Monthly  potluck.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

Medford  □  Comedy  with  Sarah  Cytron  at  Tufts 
University,  Pearson  104.  8pm.  For  more  info  381-3580. 


Somerville  □  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71 
Union  Sq.  6pm.  First  Sunday  of  each  month.  For  more  in¬ 
fo  Lisa  628-2532. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others 
living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  info 
694-0964. 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Planning  for  “Take  Back  the  Night" 
Rally.  Every  Monday.  At  Cambridge  Women's  Center. 
For  info  787-11452. 

T  uesday 

Reading  □  New  Suburban  HIV-positive  Support 
Group.  An  organizational  meeting  for  new  group  4/3. 
For  time  and  location  Wendy  944-1608. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  For  info  and  location  266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  (401)  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:3Q-I0pm.  354-8807. 


Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women's  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $ I0-S35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Thursday 

Amherst  □  UMASS  Program  of  Gay,  Lesbian, 
Bisexual  Concerns.  Films  4/12  "Kiss  of  the  Spider- 
woman,"  4/19  "Madchen  in  Uniform,"  4/26  "La  Ley  del 
Deseo.”  At  Campus  Center.  7pm.  For  info  545-4824. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  1st 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Brookline  □  “Swingtime”.  Lesbian,  gay,  bisexual 
swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  185  Corey 
Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info  661-1792. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film  At  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  For  info 
236-1012. 

Boston  □  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  4/13  “The 
Godfather  II,"  4/20  "Amadeus,”  4/27  "Untouchables," 
5/4  "Gaslight,”  5/11  "Tootsie."  At  the  Center.  338 
Newbury  St.  8:05pm.  $2. 


Hot  blue  steel 

Taut  suspense,  visual  stylishness  and  star  Jamie  Lee 
Curtis  make  Kathryn  Bigelow’s  latest  film  worth  seeing 


Jamie  Lee  Curtis  (C)  plays  rookie  cop  Megan  Turner  in  'Blue  Steel’ 


Blue  Steel.  Written  by  Kathryn  Bigelow  and  Eric 
Red.  Directed  by  Kathryn  Bigelow.  With  Jamie  Lee 
Curtis,  Ron  Silver,  Clancy  Brown,  Elizabeth  Pena. 
At  Loew's  57  Cinema,  Boston.  Open  nationally. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Perhaps  you’re  avoiding  Blue  Steel 
because  you  heard  it  was  too 
preposterous  and  overblown.  Think 
again.  Sure,  the  plot  has  more  holes  in  it 
than  the  corpses  have  bullet  holes,  but  that 
doesn’t  ruin  the  movie’s  considerable 
charms.  Take  Jamie  Lee  Curtis,  for  in¬ 
stance.  In  her  white  lace  bra,  regulation 
blues,  spit-shined  oxfords  and  perpetually 
tousled  hair,  Curtis  gives  off  the  most  fuck- 
you  chutzpah  in  film  since  Sigourney 
Weaver  in  Alien. 

Blue  Steel  is  the  feature  film 
breakthrough  for  Kathryn  Bigelow,  a  direc¬ 
tor  who  —  in  earlier  films  —  has 
demonstrated  her  affection  for  thrillers, 
westerns  and  vampire  stories.  Elements  of 
all  these  genres  come  together  in  Blue  Steel, 
along  with  the  concomitant  high  quotient  of 
blood-letting.  The  action  focuses  on  New 
York  City  rookie  police  officer  Megan 
Turner.  Played  with  edgy  toughness  by  Cur¬ 
tis,  Turner  is  a  lone  rebel  at  odds  with  her 
colleagues,  her  father,  her  would-be  lovers 
—  in  short,  with  most  of  the  men  with  whom 
she  deals.  It’s  not  mere  vindictiveness  that 
makes  T urner  so  embattled;  she’s  up  against 
physical  abuse,  condescension,  ridicule  and 
garden  variety  male  chauvinism.  Through 
Turner’s  eyes,  the  world  looks  like  a  pretty 
hostile  place  for  women. 

A  picture  presented  from  a  woman’s 
point  of  view  is  rare  enough,  but  that’s  not 
all  to  praise  about  Blue  Steel.  For  one  thing, 
this  thriller  kicks  along  with  a  very  well- 
crafted  pace;  it’s  not  a  whodunit,  but  a 
how-to-stop-who’s-doing-it.  As  the  prob¬ 
lem  becomes  more  intricate,  the  horror  feels 
increasingly  immediate  and  palpable. 
Turner  is  allowed  to  reveal  her  nervousness, 
in  obvious  contrast  to  the  cliche  of  the 
fearless  male  cop  who  never  even  breaks  a 
sweat.  This  helps  Blue  Steel  remain  emo¬ 
tionally  accessible,  unlike  some  cop  movies 
that  become  coldly  detached  as  the  body 
count  rises. 

More  impressive,  perhaps,  than  the 


movie’s  taut  suspense  is  its  visual 
stylishness.  Bigelow  paints  a  moody 
cinematic  canvas  of  treacherous  urban 
caverns  and  rain-slickened  streets.  She 
revels  in  close-ups  to  the  point  of  fetishiza- 
tion,  especially  vis-a-vis  guns  and  shoes. 
(When  not  clad  in  standard  issue  dress 
shoes.  Turner  wears  a  mean  pair  of 
hightops.)  The  shoot-outs  in  Blue  Steel  are 
filmed  with  obsessive  detail,  too.  Whether 
in  slow  motion  or  with  a  shock  of  surprise, 
the  deaths  are  lyrical,  back-lit,  horrifically 
messy. 

Unfortunately,  all  this  aggrandizing 
makes  for  a  rather  earnest  film.  1  wouldn’t 
know  which  way  to  point  my  thumb  if  1  were 
Siskel  or  Ebert.  Sadly,  I’m  not,  but  at  least 
that  allows  me  to  point  my  thumb  sideways 
and  say,  “Great  style,  problem  plot.”  For 
starters,  some  of  the  action  in  Blue  Steel  is 
laughably  implausible,  like  the  gun  battle  in 
which  a  guy  takes  about  a  million  bullets, 
gets  mowed  down  by  a  car,  and  still  hops  up 
for  more.  Or  the  opening  incident  that  sets 
up  the  entire  story  line:  a  whole  slew  of 


witnesses  fails  to  note  the  gun  being  waved 
around  by  a  stick-up  man  in  a  grocery  store. 
Hence,  Turner  gets  suspended  when  she 
can’t  justify  shooting  the  guy.  Soon  Turner 
becomes  prey  to  a  psychotic  Wall  Street 
commodities  trader  who  happened  to  be  at 
the  scene  of  the  crime.  Turner  turns 
vigilante,  and  the  floodgates  of  coincidence, 
improbability  and  outlandishness  are  fully 
open  from  then  on. 

The  other  main  problem  with  Blue  Steel  is 
its  political  inarticulateness.  At  times  it 
plays  like  an  old-fashioned  law  and  order 
tract,  railing  against  “liberal”  laws  that 
allegedly  allow  killers  to  go  free.  In  this 
neocon  way,  the  movie  encourages  sym¬ 
pathy  for  the  poor  aggrieved  cops  in  their 
struggle  to  save  the  city  from  anarchy.  At 
the  same  time,  Blue  Steel  offers  a  compell¬ 
ing  portrait  of  a  woman’s  struggle  for 
equitable  treatment.  In  addition,  Bigelow 
dresses  her  hero  up  and  down  with  a  keen 
awareness  of  how  women  have  been  objec¬ 
tified  on  film.  She  tries  to  pervert  that  norm 
and  defy  viewer  expectations.  Great,  the 


movie  has  a  consciousness  about  women. 
But  what’s  so  feminist  about  arming  the 
protagonist  with  a  .38? 

Not  much,  which  is  why  Blue  Steel  works 
best  if  taken  on  a  partly  symbolic  level. 
After  all,  men  do  control  movie  cameras; 
men  do  control  guns.  By  seizing  both  and 
putting  them  in  the  hands  of  women, 
Bigelow  is  clearly  attempting  to  envision  a 
world  of  shifting  power  dynamics.  If  she 
stretches  credibility  in  the  specifics  of  the 
plot,  remember  that  she’s  working  on  the 
grand  scale  of  the  western:  broad  expanses 
of  uncharted  territory  (in  this  case,  urban) 
and  sweeping  confrontations  between 
“good”  and  “evil.”  Bigelow’s  approach 
may  not  be  subtle,  but  she  —  along  with 
Megan  Turner  —  lets  us  feel  the  rage. 

Blue  Steel  suffers  a  bit  from  its  lack  of 
humor.  All  the  attempts  at  profundity 
would  go  down  easier  if  countered  with  an 
occasional  reprieve  from  self-seriousness. 
This  happens  in  a  few  instances  to  good  ef¬ 
fect,  as  in  the  early  scenes  of  warm  give-and- 
take  between  Turner  and  her  best  friend 
Tracy  (Elizabeth  Pena).  Or  in  the  perfectly 
droll  name  choice  for  Turner’s  sidekick, 
-  homicide  detective  Nick  Mann  (Clancy 
Brown).  Her  relationships  with  Tracy  and 
Mann  also  help  sustain  the  raw  emotionality 
that  distinguishes  Blue  Steel  from  the 
average  cop  drama. 

But  wryness  and  believability  disappear 
whenever  psychokiller  Eugene  Hunt  (Ron 
Silver)  comes  on  the  screen.  Whether  he’s 
delivering  a  “you-talkin’-to-me”  Travis 
Bickle  imitation  or  pumping  iron  for  god, 
Hunt  threatens  to  drown  the  picture  with 
psychosexual  mawkishness.  And  who 
knows  why  iconoclast  Turner  would  have 
fallen  for  this  prig  in  the  first  place?  At  least 
she  gets  angry  enough  throughout  the  movie 
to  justify  the  operatic  shoot-‘em-up  finale; 
you  can  almost  smell  the  horses,  the  high 
chapparai,  the  gunsmoke.  To  the  end, 
Bigelow  treats  her  subject  matter  with  epic 
intensity,  rivaling  the  creators  of  E.  T. ,  Dirty 
Harry,  Indiana  Jones  —  even  Cagney  and 
Lacey  —  in  her  efforts  at  modern  day 
mythmaking. 

1  guess  I’ve  changed  my  mind.  Thumbs  up 
for  Blue  Steel  after  all,  with  a  grain  of 
salt.  □ 

Elizabeth  Pincus  writes  movie  reviews  and 
detective  fiction. 
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